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Reverend’s Ravellings 
Dear Friends, 

     Well, happy spring and summer to you 
all!  After a really cold winter, the weather 
so many were waiting for has arrived.  
Standing on the deck at the cottage and 
looking over the bay on the long May 
weekend, I wondered how this time of year 
came so quickly.  Such are the blessings of 
a forgetful mind. 
     At St. A’s soon the various groups, com-
mittees, Choir and Sunday School will take 
their annual break, but worship services will 
continue throughout the summer, once 
again in July and the first Sunday in August 
led by our very capable lay leaders.  As one 
of our members mused “We are so fortunate 
to have such a wonderful group of people 
right in our congregation to conduct ser-
vices.”  And indeed we are!  When you are 
“in town” we hope you will continue to 
meet and fellowship with “the gang”. 

       

Photo by Sandra Fortier 

 

Be like the flower, turn 

your face to the sun. 

Kahlil Gibran 
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During the summer, the Future Directions Committee (formed at the An-
nual Congregational Meeting) will continue  to meet from time to time 
as we develop plans and recommendations to guide the church forward.  
It is a challenging task but exciting to seek where God can take us. Al-
ready the committee is enthusiastic about some of the possibilities. 
Please continue to pray for God’s leading. He is definitely interested. 
     Please also continue to pray for members of our congregation and 
community who are going through some troublous times now.  They will 
appreciate your prayer support and encouragement. 
     Please take note of the various gatherings that are planned so far.  
God made us for fellowship with Him and one another. We can benefit 
so much from being together.  Also, if you know of someone who would 
like a home visit, please do notify the church. We want to be there for 
people. 
 

God bless and hope you all have a great summer! 
 

Rev. Alice 
 

SCIENCE AND FAITH, are they really in conflict?  Today often 
people think that science eliminates God, but does it really?  Please join 
us for a live streaming presentation, on  Sunday, September 21st from 7-9 
pm. Speakers are Dr. John Lennox, professor of mathematics and author 
from Oxford University; Dr. Stephen Meyer,  author , director of the 
Center for Science and Culture at Discovery Institute; Eric Metaxes, au-
thor, speaker and host for the evening. As there is a cost for bringing in 
this program, we are asking for $10/person. More details to follow. 
             

Congratulations!   
 
Irene Stevens is a great-grandmother again with the birth of Kane, son of 
Adam Stevens and Shannon Ward.  Best wishes to you, too, Adam and 
Shannon! 
 

Some wedding anniversaries that we know of ~ 
Congratulations to Nancy and Serge Bergeron on 25 years of marital 
bliss.  Also celebrating 60 happy years together are Dennis and Norma 
McKeating, and Norval and Vivian Bourgaize.   You are all a wonderful 
example to us!  Thank you!  We love to hear about life’s special celebra-
tions...please keep us informed. 
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Whether you have a history with St. Andrew’s United Church...or not… 
you will find Blessings and Blips a true delight to read.  Filled with a 
colorful collection of St. A’s memories, anecdotes and pictures, it’s a 
great read… a true insight into what goes on behind the scenes of a small 
church.  
  

As this is a fund raising project, we wish to thank Gail Cooney and Glen 
Raimondo of Imprimerie Ressources Illimitées for giving us a great 
discount and charging us only $10 per book for publishing fees. 
  

We are asking for a donation of $15 to help cover these fees with all 
proceeds going to our Benevolent Fund.  We thank you for your support. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

“My mother used to say she’d heard one should never criticize anyone at 
a funeral or a wedding, because people are under so much stress.  Still, 
there are times when even stressful occasions can have a lighter touch, a 
bit of a blessing so necessary for coping.” 
—From Blessings and Blips 
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The warm weather is a great relief when it comes to paying the oil 
bills for St. Andrew’s.  Unfortunately, the warm weather also  
means decreased givings as people travel or just enjoy the great 
outdoors over the summer.  If you know you’re going to be away, 

please consider joining PAR or writing postdated cheques. 

As you know, St. Andrew’s is facing great financial challenges, 
the economic future uncertain.  With this in mind, a committee 
was struck to help ensure the viability of our congregation.  The 
Match Game, which is described below, has raised approximately 

$200 in 3 weeks.  We consider it a great success. 

Thanks to all of you who give so generously from your pockets 

and your hearts.  Have a wonderful summer. 

—Nancy Christie 

Sunday School 
The closing of Sunday School will be Sunday, June 15th, 2014.  
Sunday School will begin again Sunday, September 7th, 2014.  
Thank you to the students and their families for their participation 
and to the teaching staff for their dedication. 
 

Have a wonderful summer.—Nancy Christie 

The Match Game 

While looking for creative ways to increase our financial contribu-
tions, we’ve established a new fundraiser that has proven to be a 
fun way to put a little money in our coffers.  
It is called The Match Game which ends 
June 15 and will resume in September.   
 
There are 3 ways to participate— 

1. Make a dessert;  

2. Buy a dessert; or  

3. Match the proceeds for any given 

Sunday.   
For more info, please call Serge or Nancy 

at 450-691-7673. 
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The Prayer Fellowship had a pot luck lunch May 28th after their meeting. 

The group will meet again September 16th — you are most welcome to join 

us.  Prayer requests may be made by calling Shirley Christie at 450-692-4396 

or the church office and members of the group will be contacted. 

—Shirley Christie 

 

 

Please remember these people in your thoughts & prayers. 

 

Antoine, Amber, Pat Ashworth, Shelley Baumann, Bernice, Bonnie, Ian 
Brewster, Brigida, Carolyn, Colleen, Laura Cuthbertson, Dave, Valerie  

Dawson, Hugh Davidson, Dianah, Heather Downs,   Eric Drakeford,       

Elizabeth Eastman, Jane Eason, Daryl Elliot, Karen Elkin,  Mary-Alice Epps, 

Aurale & Gloria Gadoury, Madeline Gagnon, Gail, Linda Gallant, George, 

Gladys, Hannah, Greig Higginson, Jennifer,  Justin, Kristy, Lance & family, 

Jean-Mathieu Leboeuf, Henry Lemieux, Marilyn Little, Dennis Marcoux, 

Laura McLean, Mile, Cheryl Miller, Nancy Pappin, Julie        Patterson, Gail 

Provencher, Sarah Puskas, Don & Phyllis Reid, Robert Robertson, Chester 
Ross, Lou & Joan Sarka, Eileen Share, Sharon, Eileen & Donald Sim,     

Reynold Skeete, Joan Spurrell, Dylan Stanamir, Madeline Stevens, Phyllis 

Triangle, Margaret Whittal, John Wiwcharyk, Shirley Yarnell 
 
 

Please keep us updated— we would like to hear how our friends are 

doing. 
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Hello again and welcome to spring/summer. It’s difficult 

to tell the difference nowadays. Assuming optimistically 

that summer is coming, we have planned for our Straw-

berry Luncheon to take place on: 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 12 noon. 
This event is by ticket only and the  
tickets are available from any UCW 
member or at the church  office. 
Donation: Adults $10 and Children under 12 $2,50. 
 
Please keep the HOLLY TEA in mind this summer as we 

are greatly in need of donations for the Craft Table, 

Jewellery Table, Stewards’ Table and the Attic Treas-

ures. Our congregational appeal for baking comes much 

closer to the actual date that is Saturday, Dec. 6, 
2014 between 11a.m. & 12 noon. 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all of you who supported our  
Coffee Party & Bake Sale in April whether by baking, 
helping to set up or clean up after or just by attend-
ing and enjoying it. We enjoy serving when we see the 
enthusiasm and appreciation. 
Thank you also to Brian Ford who once again delivered 

the  clothing from our clothing drive to St. Vincent de 

Paul. 

 

Please enjoy the summer and stay safe and happy. 
We will be back in the fall. 
 

Carol Epps 

President 
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A New Orleans lawyer sought an FHA loan for a client.  He was told the 
loan would be granted if he could prove satisfactory title to a parcel of 
property being offered as collateral.  The title to the property dated back to 
1803, which took the lawyer 3 months to track down.  After sending the 

information to the FHA, he received the following:  

“Upon review of your letter adjoining your client’s loan application, we 
note that the request is supported by an Abstract of Title.  While we com-
pliment the able manner in which you have prepared and presented the 
application, we must point out that you have only cleared title to the pro-
posed collateral property back to 1803.  Before final approval can be ac-

corded, it will be necessary to clear the title back to its origin.” 

Annoyed, the lawyer responded as follows (actual letter):  “Your letter 
regarding title in Case No. 189156 has been received.  I note that you wish 
to have the title extended further than the 194 years covered by the present 
application.  I was unaware that any educated person in this country, par-
ticularly those working in the property area, would not know that Louisi-
ana was purchased by the U.S. from France in 1803, the year of origin 
identified in our application.  For the edification of uninformed FHA bu-
reaucrats, the title to the land prior to U.S. ownership was obtained from 
France, which had acquired it by Right of Conquest from Spain.  The land 
came into the possession of Spain by Right of Discovery made in the year 
1492 by a sea captain named Christopher Columbus, who had been 
granted the privilege of seeking a new route to India by the Spanish mon-
arch, Isabella.  The good queen, Isabella, being a pious woman and almost 
as careful about titles as the FHA, took the precaution of securing the 
blessing of the Pope before she sold her jewels to finance Columbus’ ex-

pedition.  

Now the Pope, as I’m sure you may know, is the emissary of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, and God, it is commonly accepted, created this world.  
Therefore, I believe it is safe to presume that God also made that part of 
the world called Louisiana.  God, therefore would be the owner of origin 
and His origins date back to before the beginning of time, the world as we 
know it AND the FHA.  I hope you find God’s original claim to be satis-

factory.  Now, may we have our loan?” 

The loan was approved. —With thanks to Audrey Bauer 

Bureaucracy  
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After a few of the usual Sunday evening hymns, the church's pastor 
slowly stood up, walked over to the pulpit and, before he gave his ser-
mon for the evening, he briefly introduced a guest minister who was in 
the service that evening.  In the introduction, the pastor told the congre-
gation that the guest minister was one of his dearest childhood friends 
and that he wanted him to have a few moments to greet the church and 
share whatever he felt would be appropriate for the service. With that, 
an elderly man stepped up to the pulpit and began to speak.  
‘A father, his son, and a friend of his son were sailing off the pacific 
coast ,' he began. ‘when a fast approaching storm blocked any attempt to 
get back to shore.  The waves were so high, that even though the father-
was an experienced sailor, he could not keep the boat upright and the 
three were swept into the ocean as the boat capsized.'  The old man hesi-
tated for a moment, making eye contact with two teenagers who were, 
for the first time since the service began, looking somewhat interested in 
his story.  
The aged minister continued with his story, 'grabbing a rescue line, the 
father had to make the most excruciating decision of his life as to which 
boy would he throw the other end of the life line.  He only had seconds 
to make the decision.  The father knew that his son was a Christian and 
he, also, knew that his son's friend was not.  The agony of his decision 
could not be matched by the torrent of waves.  As the father yelled out, 
'I love you, son!' he threw out the life line to his son's friend.  By the 
time the father had pulled the friend back to the capsized boat, his son 
had disappeared beneath the raging swells into the black of night.  His 

body was never recovered.  

By this time, the two teenagers were sitting up straight in the pew, anx-
iously waiting for the next words to come out of the old minister's 
mouth.  'The father,' he continued, 'knew his son would step into eternity 
with Jesus and he could not bear the thought of his son's friend stepping 
into an eternity without Jesus.  Therefore, he sacrificed his son to save 
the son's friend. ‘ 
How great is the love of God that he should do the same for us.  Our 
heavenly father sacrificed his only begotten son that we could be saved.  
I urge you to accept his offer to rescue you and take a hold of the life 
line he is throwing out to you in this service.'  With that, the old man 
turned and sat back down in his chair as silence filled the room.    



The Pastor con’t 
Page 9 

 

The pastor again walked slowly to the pulpit and delivered a brief 
sermon with an invitation at the end. However, no one responded to the 
appeal. Within minutes after the service ended, the two teenagers were at 
the old man's side.  'That was a nice story,' politely stated one of them, 
‘but I don't think it was very realistic for a father to give up his only son's 

life in hopes that the other boy would become a Christian.'  

'Well, you've got a point there,' the old man replied, glancing down at his 
worn bible. A big smile broadened his narrow face. He once again 
looked up at the boys and said, 'it sure isn't very realistic, is it? But, I’m 
standing here today to tell you that story gives me a glimpse of what it 
must have been like for God to give up his son for me.  You see... I was 
that father and your pastor is my son's friend.' —Eric Robinson 

 

A Lesson on Stress with thanks to Carol Epps 

A young lady confidently walked around the room while leading and 
explaining stress management to an audience with a raised glass of 
water. Everyone knew she was going to ask the ultimate question, 'half 

empty or half full?'   

She fooled them all .... "How heavy is this glass of water?" she inquired 
with a smile.  Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz.  She 
replied , "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I 
hold it.  If I hold it for a minute, that's not a problem. If I hold it for an 
hour, I'll have an ache in my right arm.  If I hold it for a day, you'll have 
to call an ambulance. In each case it's the same weight, but the longer I 
hold it, the heavier it becomes."  
 

She continued, "And that's the way it is with stress. If we carry our 
burdens all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly 
heavy, we won't be able to carry on."   
 

"As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest 
before holding it again. When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the 
burden -- holding stress longer and better each time practiced. So, as 
early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don't carry 
them through the evening and into the night... Pick them up tomorrow. 

 

Con’t on p. 10 
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1. Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, and 

some days you're the statue! 

2. Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case 

you have to eat them. 

3. Always read stuff that will make you look good if you 

die in the middle of it. 

4. Drive carefully... it's not only cars that can be 

recalled by their Maker. 

5. If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to be 

vague. 

6. If you lend someone $20 and never see that person 

again, it was probably worth it. 

7. It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to 

serve as a warning to others. 

8. Never buy a car you can't push. 

9. Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time 

because then you won't have a leg to stand on. 

10. Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and 

dance. 

11. Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, 

sleep late. 

12. The second mouse gets the cheese. 

13. When everything's coming your way, you're in the 

wrong lane. 

14. Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the 

longer you live. 

15. Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once. 

16. We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, 

some are pretty and some are dull. Some have weird 

names and all are different colors, but they all have 

to live in the same box. 

17. A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the 

scenery on a detour. 

18. Have an awesome day and know that someone has 

thought about you today. 

19. AND MOST IMPORTANTLY...Save the earth..... 

It's the only planet with chocolate!* 
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Grandparent’s Day — September 7, 2014 
 

The computer swallowed Grandma, 

Yes, honestly it’s true! 

She pressed 'control and 'enter' 

And disappeared from view. 

It devoured her completely, 

The thought just makes me squirm. 

She must have caught a virus 

Or been eaten by a worm. 

I've searched through the recycle bin 

And files of every kind; 

I've even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 

In  desperation, I asked Mr. Google 

My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative, 

Not a thing was found 'online.' 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,' 

My Grandma you should see, 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her, 

And send her back to me. 
 

This is a tribute to all the Grandmas & Grandpas, Nannas & 

Pops, who have been fearless and learned to use the            

Computer.........They are the greatest!!! 
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June 7 — National Donut Day 

June 8 —  Pentecost Sunday — Holy Communion Service 

June 15 — Father’s Day — St. A’s will celebrate with a breakfast       

prepared by the women followed by a service in the Chapel in the Hall & 

the Sunday School closing. 

June 24 — The feast day of Saint 
John the Baptist or Midsummer 
was a very popular event in the 
Ancien régime of France, and it is 
still celebrated as a religious feast 
day in several countries, like Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Estonia, Spain, Latvia and   
Lithuania.     The tradition landed in 
Canada with the first French colo-
nists. According to the Jesuit Rela-
tions, the first celebrations oc-
curred on the banks of the Saint 
Lawrence River on the evening of 
June 23, 1636, with a bonfire and 

five cannon shots. 

June 26 —  Strawberry Luncheon 

12:00 noon 

 

Amazing! You 

hang something in 

your closet for a 

while, and it 

shrinks 2 sizes!  

 

The Dutch Doughnut 

Record shows that the Dutch were mak-
ing olykoeks, or “oil cakes,” as early as 
the mid 19th century. These early dough-
nuts were simply balls of cake fried in 
pork fat until golden brown. Because the 
center of the cake did not cook as fast as 
the outside, the cakes were sometimes 
stuffed with fruit, nuts, or other fillings 
that did not require cooking.  As Dutch 
immigrants began to settle in the United 
States, they continued to make their 
olykoeks and were influenced by other 
cultures.  These treats morphed into what 
we call doughnuts today. 
In 1847 Hansen Gregory, an American 
ship captain had another solution for the 
uncooked center. Gregory solved this 
problem by punching a hole in the center 
of the dough ball. The hole increased the 
surface area and exposed it to the hot oil 
therefore eliminating the uncooked cen-
ter. He is the man credited with invent-
ing the classic hole-in-the-middle shape. 
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July 1 — Canada Day 

Frequently referred to as "Canada's birthday," particularly in the popular 

press, the occasion marks the joining of the British North American 

colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Province of Canada 

into a federation of four provinces (the Province of Canada being divided, 

in the process, into Ontario and Quebec) on July 1, 1867. Canada became 

a kingdom in its own right on that date.  Originally called Dominion Day, 

the holiday was renamed in 1982, the year the Canada Act was passed. 

Canada Day observances take place throughout Canada as well as among 

Canadians internationally.  Happy Canada Day!!   

 

August — Enjoy! 

 

September 7 — Welcome Back BBQ 4:00 pm — 

Everyone is welcome!  Salads & desserts much 

appreciated!  Bring your family & friends! 

 

September 27 — Harvest Supper 

 

September 28 — Men’s Breakfast 

 

We wish you a safe and blessed summer! 

"The breezes taste of apple peel. 
The air is full of smells to feel- 
Ripe fruit, old footballs, burning brush, 
New books, erasers, chalk, and such. 
The bee, his hive, well-honeyed hum, 
And Mother cuts chrysanthemums. 
Like plates washed clean with suds, the days 
Are polished with a morning haze." 
-   John Updike, September 
  



 
 

 

 

181st Anniversary 

An attentive audience. 

Erich Bauer tells the  

children's’ story. 

We were hon-

ored to have 

with us on this 

Ann i ve r s a r y 

Sunday, The 

Elgin Pipes & 

Drums Band. 

Rev. Jean Lebeouf 



 
 

 

 

Long-time St. A’s 

Members—Margaret 

& Bert Grindlay. 

Beautiful & delicious 

cakes made by  

Shirley Christie. 

Garnet Bourgaize cuts 

the cake & Madeline 

Stevens who organized 

the luncheon looks on. 

Tired from a big day... but happy to be together — 

Rev. Alice with son, Craig McAlpine.  

181st Anniversary 
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We don't know who replied, but there is a beautiful soul working in the 

dead letter office who understands LOVE. 

Our 14-year-old dog Abbey died last month.  The day after she passed 

away my 4-year-old daughter Meredith was crying and talking about how 

much she missed Abbey.  She asked if we could write a letter to God so 

that when Abbey got to heaven, God would recognize her.  I told her that 

I thought that we could, so she dictated these words:  

Dear God, 

Will you please take care of my dog?  

Abbey died yesterday and is with you 

in heaven.  I miss her very much.  I 'm 

happy that you let me have her as my 

dog even though she got sick. I hope 

you will play with her.  She likes to 

swim and play with balls.  I am 

sending a picture of her so when you 

see her you will know that she is my 

dog.  I really miss her.  Love, Meredith  

We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey & Meredith, 

addressed it to God/Heaven.  We put our return address on it.  Meredith 

pasted several stamps on the front of the envelope because she  

said it would take lots of stamps to get the letter all the way to heaven.  

That afternoon she dropped it into the letter box at the post office.  A few 

days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet.  I told her that I 

thought He had.  

Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch 

addressed, 'To Meredith' in an unfamiliar hand.  Meredith opened it.  

Inside was a book by Mr. Rogers called, 'When a Pet Dies.'  Taped to the 

inside front cover was the letter we had written to God in its opened 

envelope.  On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey & Meredith 

and this note... 

 

A Letter from the Post Office 
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Dear Meredith,  

Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture was a big 

help and I recognized her right away.  Abbey isn't sick 

anymore.  Her spirit is here with me just like it stays in your heart.  

Abbey loved being your dog. Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, I 

don't have any pockets to keep your picture in so I'm sending it back to 

you in this little book for you to keep and have something to remember 

Abbey by.  

Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for helping you 

write it and sending it to me. What a wonderful mother you have. I picked 

her especially for you.  I send my blessings every day and remember that 

I love you very much. By the way, I'm easy to 

find.  I am wherever there is love.  Love, God  

 

 

 
You’re right! 
 
Max and Isaac come to the minister's study to settle a dispute. The 
minister's husband is also seated in the room. 
 

Max explains his complaint to the minister: the story is such and so, and 
he has to do this and he has to do that. He gives a fine account and argues 
his case clearly. The minister declares, "You're right, Max." Next, Isaac 
presents his side. He speaks with such passion and persuasion that 
the minister says to him, "You're right, Isaac." After they leave, the 
minister's husband is distraught and says to his wife, "They have 
conflicting stories. How can you say that both of them are right?     When 
one wins, the other must lose." 

 

The minister thinks long and hard and finally says to her husband, "You 
know, you're right." 

 

—With thanks to George Christie Jr. 

—With thanks to Anna & Bruce Snair 
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1. Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble, 
but it is a "steering wheel" that directs the right path throughout. 
 

2.  Why is a car's windshield so large and the rear view mirror so 
small?  Because our past is not as important as our future. So, 
look ahead and move on. 
 

3.  Friendship is like a book. It takes a short time to burn, but it 
takes years to write.  
 

4.  All things in life are temporary. If it's going well, enjoy it, that 
won't last long.  If it's going badly, don't worry, that won't last 
long either.  
 

5.   Old friends are gold! New friends are diamonds!  If you get a 
diamond, don't forget the gold!  Because to hold a diamond, you 
always need a base of gold!  
 

6.  Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, God smiles 
from above and says, "Relax, sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the 
end!"  
 

7.  When God solves your problems, you have faith in His    
abilities; when God doesn't solve your problems, He has faith in 
your abilities.  
 

8.  A blind person asked St. Anthony, "Can there be anything 
worse than losing eye sight?"  He replied, "Yes, losing your    
vision!"  
 

9.  When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses 
them; sometime when you are safe and happy, remember that 
someone has prayed for you. 
 

10.  Worrying does not take away tomorrow's troubles, it takes 
away today's peace.  
 

—With thanks to Doreen Gilbert 
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Ib Nielsen has a story to tell. 

The installation of Joanne Goodfellow 

as a Steward of St. A’s — 04/27/2014. 

Joanne and husband ,  

Michael Goodfellow. 

General Meeting to find creative ways 

to help increase St. A’s finances.  Eliza-

beth Bergeron takes an active role. Even little people enjoy St. A’s. 

 

C 

A 

L 

E 

B 

 

Beaudry 

A wonderful Sunday Service with 

Group Æternal!  04/06/2014 
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Clown’s Prayer 

 

As I stumble through this life, 

Help me to create more laughter than tears, 

Dispense more cheer than gloom, 

Spread more cheer than despair. 

Never let me become so indifferent, 

That I will fail to see the wonder in the eyes of a child, 

Or the twinkle in the eyes of the aged. 
 

Never let me forget that my total effort is to cheer peo-

ple, 

Make them happy, and forget momentarily, 

All the unpleasantness in their lives. 
 

And in my final moment, 

May I hear You whisper: 

“When you made My people smile, 

You made Me smile.” 
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 Reunion 

 

I’m glad we met today, my friend, 

To take some time to share, 

We laughed and talked and shed some tears 

And laid aside our cares. 
 

We wandered back to yesterday, 

A younger you and me— 

Remembering when hopes were high 

And dreams were had for free. 
 

We dusted off old memories, 

The happy and the sad: 

The things we did, the way we were, 

And all the joy we had. 
 

You took my hand, and walking back 

We stopped along the way 

To look along the paths we took 

That led us to today. 
 

So promise that we’ll meet again, 

This day has meant so much 

Unknown tomorrows lie ahead, 

But friends must keep in touch. 

 

 

The only way to have a 

friend is to be one. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Friendship improves happiness, 

and abates misery, by doubling 

our joy, and dividing our grief. 

—Joseph Addison 
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June 
June 8  Pentecost Sunday – Holy Communion & Confirmation  
  Service 
June 11    Stewards & Session BBQ & Meeting (6:00 pm) 
June 15  Father’s Day – Breakfast prepared by the women –  
  Service in Chapel in the Hall & Sunday School Closing 
June 26    UCW Strawberry Luncheon (12:00 noon) 
June 29  Memorial Service at the Protestant Cemetery (2:00 pm  
  — Weather permitting. 
  

September 
Sept. 7    Welcome Back BBQ (4:00 pm).  Everyone is welcome! 
  �Salads & desserts gladly accepted! 
Sept. 9   Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Sept. 10  Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Sept. 16   UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Sept. 21 Faith & Science Simulcast presentation (7:00-9:00 pm) 
Sept. 26   Preparation for Harvest Supper —  
  �Volunteers Appreciated! 
Sept. 27   Harvest Supper �Volunteers Appreciated! 

Sept. 28 Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 

October 
Oct. 4  Annual Chateauguay Food Bank Drive 
Oct. 5  World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 8  Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Oct. 12  Thanksgiving Service 
Oct. 13    Thanksgiving 
Oct. 14    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Oct. 18  Soup Luncheon Preparation�Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 19  World Food Day – Soup Luncheon in Memorial Hall –  
  �Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 21    UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Oct. 26  Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 
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Sounds like Dad has this one under control. 
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father 
as to when they could discuss his use of the car.  His father said he'd 
make a deal with his son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B 
average, study your Bible a little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk 
about the car." 
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the 
offer, and they agreed on it.  After about six weeks his father said, "Son, 
you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you have been 
studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut." 
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've 
noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John the 
Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's even strong 
evidence that Jesus had long hair." 
(You're going to love the Dad's reply!)  "Did you also notice that they all 
walked everywhere they went?—With thanks to Eric Robinson 

 

  Father’s Day ~ June 15….Happy Father’s Day to all our men!  

Imagine there is a bank account that credits 
your account each morning with $86,400.  It 
carries over no balance from day to day.  Every 
evening the bank deletes whatever part of the 
balance you failed to use during the day.  What 
would you do?  Draw out every cent, of course! 
 

Each of us has such a bank.  Its name is time.  
Every morning it credits you with 86,400 
seconds.  Every night it writes it off as lost, 

whatever of this you have failed to invest to a good purpose.  It carries 
over no balance.  It allows no over draft.  Each day it opens a new 
account for you.  Each night it burns the remains of the day.  If you fail 
to use the day’s deposits, the loss is yours.  There is no drawing against 
“tomorrow.”  You must live in the present on today’s deposits.  Invest it 
so as to get from it the utmost in health, happiness and success.  The 
clock is running.  Make the most of today! 
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There was a little old lady, who 
every morning stepped onto her front 
porch, raised her arms to the sky, 
and shouted: 'PRAISE THE LORD!' 
One day an atheist moved into the 
house next door.  He became 
irritated with the little old lady.  
Every morning he'd step onto his 
front porch after her and yell:   

'THERE IS NO LORD!' 

Time passed with the two of them 
carrying on this way every day.  
One morning, in the middle of 
winter, the little old lady stepped 
onto her front porch and shouted: 
'PRAISE THE LORD! Please Lord, 
I have no food and I am starving, 
provide for me, oh Lord! 
The next morning she stepped out 
onto her porch and there were two 
huge bags of groceries sitting there. 
'PRAISE THE LORD!' she cried 
out. 'HE HAS PROVIDED 
G ROC E R I E S  F O R  M E ! ' 
The atheist neighbor jumped out of 
the hedges and shouted:  'THERE IS 
NO LORD; I BOUGHT THOSE 
G R O C E R I E S ! ! ' 
The little old lady threw her arms 
into the air  and shouted: 
'PRAISE THE LORD! HE HAS 
P R O V I D E D  M E  W I T H 
GROCERIES AND MADE THE 

DEVIL PAY FOR THEM!' 

—With thanks to Erich Robinson 

People who think they know 

everything are a great annoy-

ance to those of us who do. 

—Isaac Asimov 

When you are courting a nice 

girl an hour seems like a sec-

ond. When you sit on a red-

hot cinder a second seems 

like an hour. That's relativity. 

—Albert Einstein 

A day without sunshine is like, 

you know, night. 

—Steve Martin 

The Lord loveth a cheerful 

giver...He also accepteh from the 

grouch. 
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Each Friday night after work, sun, snow or rain, Jack, being a hunter,  
would fire up his outdoor grill and cook a moose steak.  But, all of Jack's 
neighbours were Catholic, and since it was Lent, they were forbidden 
from eating meat on Friday.  The delicious aroma from the grilled moose 
steaks was causing such a problem for the Catholic faithful that they 

finally talked to their priest. 

The priest came to visit Jack, and suggested that he become a 
Catholic.  After several classes and much study, Jack attended Mass, and 
as the priest sprinkled holy water over him, he said: "You were born a 

Protestant and raised a Protestant, but now you are a Catholic." 

Jack's neighbours were greatly relieved, until Friday night arrived, and 
the wonderful aroma of grilled moose filled the neighbourhood.  The 
priest was called immediately by the neighbours, and, as he rushed into 
Jack's yard, clutching a rosary and prepared to scold him, he stopped and 

watched in amazement.  

There stood Jack, clutching a small bottle of holy water which he 
carefully sprinkled over the grilling meat and chanted: "You wuz born a 

moose, you wuz raised a moose, but now you is a codfish." 

—With thanks to Keith Motton 

 

It is a very curious fact that in bad days we can recall the good 

time that is now no more; but that in good days we have only a 

very cold and imperfect memory of the bad.--Arthur Schopenhauer 

(Thanks to Audrey Bauer for this curious fact.) 
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Moderator’s Letter 
 

Friday, April 4, 2014 
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 (NRSV) 

 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

I am writing today as Moderator to say thank you to the many 
thousands of volunteers who are part of our United Church family. 
 

Volunteers are the heart, soul, and backbone of The United Church 
of Canada from coast to coast to coast. It’s impossible to calculate 
the number of volunteer hours offered each day, week, month, and 
year in congregations and communities throughout Canada and 
around the world; the positive impact of that work is equally 
immeasurable. But when you stop to think about it, even within 
your own congregation, it is truly impressive. 
 

In my travels as Moderator, I have met many hundreds of faithful 
volunteers, all of whom have offered countless hours in service to 
others. And United Church people don’t limit their volunteering to 
church activities—you will find them involved in projects that 
benefit the whole community, assisting individuals in need, and 
contributing their time and talents in ways that help to make this a 
better world. 
 

Whether it’s working at a food bank, being a volunteer driver, 
organizing a fundraiser, or visiting a patient in hospital, there is 
always much to do. And you do it, faithfully, generously, and with 
a smile. 
 
Thank you. 
The Right Rev. Gary Paterson, Moderator 
The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada 
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Minister:            Alice McAlpine 699-1412 

Clerk of Session:  Les Sorg   691-5227 

Elders:  

Jo Gaston (temp.)  District 1  692-8729 

Barbara Batten   District 2 & 3  691-2434 

Madeline Stevens  District 4   692-3687  

Sophie Cessford  District 5  691-8209    

Les Sorg   District 6  691-5227 

Llewellyn Hall  District 7  699-0408 

Richard Fortier  District 8 & 9  699-7013 

Audrey Bauer   District 10  692-6396 

Bruce Snair   District 11  699-9152 

Erich Bauer   District 12 & 13 692-6396 

Patricia Nielsen  District 14  692-2566 

  

Chairman/Stewards:  Eric Robinson  692-4141 

Treasurer:   Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Envelope Steward:  Serge Bergeron 691-7673  

Roll Clerk   Richard Fortier 699-7013 

Organist & Choir Dir: Doreen Gilbert  698-1078 

Sunday School:  Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Church Office:  Sandra Fortier 698-1050 

Janitor:    Ted Ross      514-594-9113 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to all our volunteers ~ those listed above and all of you 

who help throughout the year.  Your efforts are so very much 

appreciated.   



 

 

 

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

46 Dupont St. West, Chateauguay QC  J6J 1G3 

Telephone:  (450) 698-1050 

e-mail:  sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca 
 

We’re on the Web in glorious color! 

Please find us at — 

 

saintandrewsunitedchurch.org 
 

The newsletter is printed 4 times a year.  The next 
one will be our  Fall Issue (October & November).  
Deadline for submissions:  September 14, 2014 
 
If you wish to receive our newsletter, Reaching 

Out, kindly pick up your copy at the church.  If 

you would like to receive it by mail, please send us 

a cheque for $15 to cover the cost of mailing 

throughout the year (4 issues).  Thank you for 

your support! 

 

Sandra Fortier, editor 

Tel:  450-698-1050 


