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Reverend’s Ravellings 

Dear Friends, 

By the time you receive this newsletter, we 
will be officially into the fall season. 
(Ponder: do we call it “Fall” because fruit, 
leaves and temperatures fall now?) Already 
we’ve had a taste of colder weather with air 
conditioners being exchanged for heaters. 
Trees are starting to show their autumn col-
ors and the familiar honking of geese on 

their “fly-overs” has been increasing.  

While going for a walk on one of these 
crispy evenings, I watched a flock of those 
big beauties on the wing. They were honk-
ing loudly as they were reformatting into 
their signature “V”.  Most know that geese 
take turns leading while those behind honk 
encouragement.  I continued walking, re-
flecting on the geese community and pon-
dering about us as a church community.… 

Can we take a lesson from the geese?    
Photos by Sandra Fortier 
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At different times during the year, different members and groups of our 
community take the leadership.  Sometimes it’s the Sunday School, 
sometimes the Stewards, sometimes the UCW, the Session, the Choir, 
various individuals.  As they take leadership may we be behind them and 
alongside them speaking words of encouragement and support.  In doing 
so, we may not realize the positive “lift“ they will get as we move for-

ward together.  

Following you will find items about upcoming events and other interest-
ing contributions by caring people and compiled by our “lead newsletter 
goose”, er, Sandra Fortier. (Thanks, Sandra!) Please take the time to 

mark your calendars of important dates, and savor the articles. 

God’s Blessings!  Rev. Alice 

 

Contrary 
For the last two summers my husband Craig and I have  enjoyed going to 
a week of summer school. Yes, you read it right; enjoyed going to sum-
mer school.  The founder of the school, Dr. Ravi Zacharias, was at Bible 
College at the same time as I was and he now speaks around the world to 
university students and dignitaries alike.  He is very sound theologically, 
as is his team. We have listened to hours upon hours of lectures given by 
brilliant minds along with an opportunity to dine with them.  These guys 
really know their stuff!  Fortunately we were also given notes and we get 
emailed copies of their lectures afterwards to re-listen to at our own lei-
sure!   We go partially for the fellowship; people come from all across 
Canada and the United States. But we also go to learn. In this era of mass 
communication, sometimes it is difficult to sort out fact from fiction. Our 
Lord calls us to have a discerning spirit in what we read and hear. The 
Christian faith, (faith comes from the Latin meaning trust based on evi-
dence) is a credible source of belief. And so…. 
  

Contrary to what atheistic scientists may say about science removing the 
proof of God’s existence; modern science actually points to good reasons 
to believe in God.  In fact, in the light of the most recent findings of sci-
ence, some of the best minds of our generation are now saying that they 
don’t have enough faith to be an atheist. 
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Contrary to what fictional books like The Da Vinci Code may claim 
about the Bible being full of cover-ups, the truth is that there is good 
evidence to believe in the essential integrity of the Bible as a reliable 
source of history, prophecy and poetry. 
  

Contrary to what some think, different world religions do not believe in 
the same concept of God: Buddhism has no god in their belief system; 
Hinduism has millions of gods; the Muslim Allah is distant and uncaring. 
The Judeo-Christian God is personal and interested in relationships, 
demonstrating a just and loving nature by entering into the world with an 
offer of presence, caring, forgiveness and life. 
  

These are just a few gleanings collected over the years.  There is much 
good resource material available, either through books or DVD’s. If you 
would like to know more, Craig or myself would be happy to speak with 
you.— Rev. Alice 
  
 

 
“I opened a book and in I strode. 

Now nobody can find me. 
I've left my chair, my house, my road, 
My town and my world behind me. 

I'm wearing the cloak, I've slipped on the ring, 
I've swallowed the magic potion. 

I've fought with a dragon, dined with a king 
And dived in a bottomless ocean. 

I opened a book and made some friends. 
I shared their tears and laughter 

And followed their road with its bumps and bends 
To the happily ever after. 

I finished my book and out I came. 
The cloak can no longer hide me. 

My chair and my house are just the same, 
But I have a book inside me.”  

― Julia Donaldson 

  
―Julia Catherine Donaldson MBE (born 16 September 1948) is a British 

writer, playwright and performer, and the 2011–2013 Children's Laureate. She is 

best known for her popular rhyming stories for children. 

—With thanks to Karen Snair for the Julia Donaldson’s poem. 
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School Board elections are coming up on November 2nd, 2014. 

Please note: even if you pay school taxes to the New Frontiers School 
Board but  no longer have children in the English school system for five 
years or more, you may Not be on the NFSB voting list. You  could have 
been reverted to the French system electoral voting list. This may have 

been done without notice or permission.  

Since this information is not widely advertised, it is important to verify. 
Otherwise come Election Day, you might have a rude awakening. Most 
of our children and grandchildren attend school in the English system 

and it needs our support. 

It is important to know because on voting day, if you are registered in the 
French System and you belong to the English system, you will not be 
registered for the English school board vote but rather be required to 

vote for candidates in the French board. 

To verify your voting status, please call the Elections Quebec phone 

number at 1-888-353-2846. 

—Karen Snair 

 

 

 
 
 

Quote by Zig Ziglar, a motivational teacher and trainer who has     

traveled the world over, delivering his messages of humor, hope, and 

encouragement.  
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The Prayer Fellowship’s weekly meetings started on September 

16th. There are nine members at present and new members are 

welcome. 

We are using Tony Campalo’s “The Red Letters” DVD and six– 

week study guide. The Red Letters stand for the words of Jesus 

written in red in some Bibles and we find it very challenging. 

Join us Tuesday mornings at 10 am if you are interested. 

—Shirley Christie 450-692-4396 

 

Please remember these people in your thoughts & prayers. 
 
 

Please Pray For:  Catherine Antele, Antoine, Amber, Pat 

Ashworth, Shelley Baumann, Bernice, Bonnie, Ian Brewster, 

Brigida, Carolyn, Colleen, Laura Cuthbertson, Dave, Hugh 

Davidson, Carol Delisle,  Dianah, Heather Downs, Eric Drakeford, 

Elizabeth Eastman, Jane Eason, Daryl Elliot, Karen Elkin,  Mary-

Alice Epps, Aurale & Gloria Gadoury, Madeline Gagnon, Gail, 

Linda Gallant, George, Gladys, Hannah, Jennifer,  Justin, Kristy, 

Lance & family, Jean-Mathieu Leboeuf, Henry Lemieux, Marilyn 

Little, Dennis McKeating, Rick McCallum, Laura McLean, Mile, 

Cheryl Miller, Nancy Pappin, Julie Patterson, Denise Pheeny, Gail 

Provencher, Gilles Provencher, Sarah Puskas, Don and Phyllis 

Reid, Robert Robertson, Chester Ross, Lou & Joan Sarka, Ken 

Semper, Sharon, Eileen & Donald Sim, Reynold Skeete, Joan 

Spurrell, Dylan Stanamir, Madeline Stevens, Phyllis Triangle, 

Margaret Whittal, Pat Wilkins, John Wiwcharyk, Shirley Yarnell 

Please keep us updated— we would like to hear how our friends 

are doing. 
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Sunday School opened on September 7th.  At this point in time, we 
have two classes, the Senior class and an intermediate class geared 
to young readers.  The junior class has no members at this time.  
Our dedicated teachers would gladly welcome more students as 
there is so much to learn from one another. 
 

October 12th and 19th will be Family Sundays.  October 12th is 
Thanksgiving and October 19th is the Soup Luncheon. 
 

We will be using Unfrozen, a new Christmas curriculum based on 
the movie Frozen on November 2, 9, 16, and 23. We hope a good 
number of children are able to join us for this exciting adventure! 
 

—Nancy Christie 

 

 

 

 

November 2-23 inclusive!! 

Join the St. Andrew’s United Church Sunday School as we explore 

this 4 week Christmas program November 2-23 inclusive!! 
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St. Andrew’s is continuing to face financial challenges as regular   
givings decrease and operating expenses continue to rise.  The heat 
will soon need to be turned on, a major expense for our congregation.  
While we have reason to be concerned about the church’s financial 
future, we also have much to be grateful for.  The Stewards have made 
a huge effort to keep up the building with limited resources; Mr. Ross 
put in long hours this summer restoring Memorial Hall and the kitchen 
floors.  The UCW worked very hard to make the Strawberry Social a 
success and are preparing for the Holly Tea.  As well there are so 
many individuals, near and far, who contribute so much to help ensure 
the future of St. Andrew’s.  
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

—Nancy  Christie 

 
 
 

Fundscrip 
 
To date, St. Andrew’s has earned $1,132.30 this year from Fundscrip 
and $8,457.55 since enrolling in Fundscrip 4 years ago.   
 

Fundscrip is a fundraising program that asks you to pay for your eve-
ryday purchases with gift cards bought through the Fundscrip pro-
gram. A percentage of the cards that you purchase is then donated to 
St. Andrew’s.    Walmart has just recently joined the Fundscrip pro-
gram and is available in $25, $50, $100 and $250 denominations.  
 

As the gift giving season approaches, please look over the order form 
found in this newsletter and let us take care of your holiday shopping 
for you.  Orders can be placed until Sunday, December 14th, 2014 to 
receive the gift cards before Christmas.  
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We are back, folks, and happy to be here. We hope that 

you had a wonderful and relaxing summer and are ready 

again to be a part of all our events. Thank you so much for 

the support that  you gave us during this past year. 

Please note that we will no longer be holding a Clothing 

Drive twice a year as St. Columba House no longer accepts 

clothing. Please donate your used clothing to St. Vincent De 

Paul or other places where there is a need. 

The HOLLY TEA  will take place  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2014  

between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

As everyone knows, there is a great need for donations of all 

kinds of items for this event. We need….sewed, knitted, cro-

cheted and craft goods, ATTIC TREASURE items, JEWEL-

LERY and small boxes for it if you have extra or don’t want 

the ones you have. 

The STEWARDS are already collecting articles to sell at 

their table so if you have anything to donate they will be 

very grateful. 

The BAKE TABLE & TEA ROOM will need plenty of baking 

when we make our phone calls in late November.  

We will be making our TURKEY POT PIES so be sure to ask 

for them early when you come to the HOLLY TEA as they 

sell out  very quickly. 

Thank you all so very much for your continued support. The 

HOLLY TEA is a success only because of your help and coop-

eration. 

 

 

Carol Epps, UCW President 
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A Strong Woman  

Versus  

A Woman of Strength 

 
A strong woman works out every day to keep her  

body in shape… 

But a woman of strength kneels in prayer to  

keep her soul in shape. 

A strong woman isn’t afraid of anything… 

But a woman of strength shows courage in the  

midst of her fear 

 A strong woman won’t let anyone get the best of 

her… 

But a woman of strength gives the best of her to 

everyone. 

A strong woman makes mistakes and avoids the 

same in the future… 

But a woman of strength realizes life’s mistakes 

can also be God’s blessings and capitalizes on 

 them. 

A strong woman walks sure footedly… 

But a woman of strength knows God will catch her 

when she falls. 

A strong woman wears the look of confidence on 

her face… 

 But a woman of strength wears grace. 

A strong woman has faith that she is strong 

enough for the journey… 

But a woman of strength has faith that it is in the 

 journey 

 that she will become strong 

 

Marta S. Hardy. 

 

With thanks to Carol Epps 

A Strong Woman 
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Forage for centerpiece ma-
terials like twigs and 
branches in your own 
backyard and scatter across 
the table for a surprising 
alternative to flowers. 
 
Seasonal veggies like 
gourds, chard, cabbage, 
and artichokes will work 
just as nicely as flower ar-
rangements.  Fresh herbs 
add elegance to a vase. 
 
Get a little help from the 
kiddos to craft this easy 

focal point. Cut leaf shapes from colorful card stock or scrapbook paper 
and attach to bare branches gathered in the backyard or skewer them on 
a pumpkin or simply scatter them on the table. Before dinner, ask your 
guests to write what they're most thankful for on the leaves and have 
each person read a thoughtful blessing. 
 

Thanksgiving 

For each new morning with its light,  
For rest and shelter of the night,  

For health and food, for love and friends,  
For everything Thy goodness sends. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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A woman invited some people to a Thanksgiving dinner.  

At the table, she turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, 'Would 
you like to say the blessing?'  

'I wouldn't know what to say,' the 
girl replied.  
'Just say what you hear Mommy 
say,' the mother answered.  
The daughter bowed her head and 
said, 'Lord, why on earth did I 

invite all these people to dinner?'  

 

 

7 Tips for A Fun Family Thanksgiving 
 
1. Start the day right:  Write thank you notes to each person who will 

be at your table and put them beside their place setting. 

2. Involve everyone in the Thanksgiving meal preparation. 

3. Make Thanksgiving table decorations 

4. Encourage kids to play games and activities:  Hide a stuffed animal 

that looks like a turkey and have a "Turkey Search."  

5. Set the stage:  Write a skit about the meaning of Thanksgiving or 

about the first Thanksgiving.  Children are natural story tellers! 

6. Create some quiet time 
Time to settle down a rowdy crowd? Try a good family movie, like "A 
Walton's Thanksgiving Reunion" (1993) or "The Thanksgiving Prom-
ise" (1986). Or have an older child read a favourite Thanksgiving or har-
vest story aloud. Our personal family favourites include Clifford's 
Thanksgiving Visit (Scholastic, 2002), by Norman Bridwell and Thanks-
giving Day in Canada by Krys Val Lewicki, (Napoleon Publishing/

Rendezvous Press, 1993). 

7. Share the Thanksgiving spirit:  For a different spin on this tradi-
tional holiday, consider volunteering family time at a shelter or inviting 

another neighbourhood family to dinner. 
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If you are an amateur art connoisseur/
painter, Station 7 is having another Art 
Auction at St. A’s on Saturday, October 
25th at 6:00 — 10:00 pm.   
 
You may come and bid or if you’d like to 
contribute a painting or other artistic item 
either done by yourself or someone else as 
a fundraiser for that evening, please speak 
to Rev. Alice. Last year’s Auction was a 
great success and a lot of fun.  Maybe we 
will see you there! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During an auction of exotic pets, a woman who had placed a 

winning bid told the auctioneer, "I'm paying a fortune for that 

parrot. I hope he talks as well as you say he does.""I guarantee 

it, madam," replied the auctioneer. "Who do you think was bid-

ding against you?" 

 

On Oct 5th from 1:30-2:30 we'll be having COFFEE & 

PRAYER AT STATION 7!   Spiritual battles are so real and we 
need your partnership and support as we pray against these powers 
of darkness.  We are called to pray.  Please come & join us as we 
stand in the gap for our teens & their families!! 
  

Teen Alpha begins on Oct 6th from 6-8 PM at Station 
7.  Supper provided.  All are welcome. If interested please call 
Teddy at 514-606-9411. 
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Sometimes we wonder if we are reaching our young people at 
all.  Recently I saw the following on the wall of Station 7 Youth Drop-
In Center. It was written by a young person named Crystal who “drops-
in.”  Teddy, one of the directors, says the change in her is 
amazing.  Listen to the beauty and the poetry and the faith in these 
sentiments…. 
 

HAVE YOU NOTICED? 
  
God made the Earth and all its elements and He made us with love and 
care. But more often than not we wonder if He cares enough to be 
there. When we break down, when we suffer, and this proclaimed 
Father appears to do nothing for us. 
 

But did you know? 

  

God made the Earth that catches us when we fall. 

God made the water that enhances us and keeps us afloat when we feel 

like sinking. 

God made the rain that washes away our tears. 

God made the wind that takes our hand and guides us or pushes us to 

persevere. 

God gave us His breath in the air to breathe life into us. 

God made the warmth of the sun to embrace us in a loving glow. 

God made the moon to light our way through the dark. 

God made the stars as beacons of hope. 

God made the light so we may find Him when we feel lost. 

God made the autumn so nature can come to its full term so that we 

may appreciate all life. 

God made the snow to bury what died in fall and cleanse the land so it 

may be new. 

God made the spring to bring new life. 

God made trees to shelter us. 

God put a bit of Himself in everything He’s made so that He may be 

there for us. Because He loves us that much. 

 —Crystal 

  

Let’s keep supporting this very valid ministry.—Rev. Alice 
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Why Should You Bring Your Child To Church 

 

Most children are curious about God.  They ask 
questions about God; they wonder about 
prayers and the religious rituals of other 
families.  They wonder about life’s crises – 
illness, death, tragedy.  Even when there is no 
formal religious training at school, church or 
home, most children are naturally curious about 

God and religion. 

Parents say, “I take my child to church to…” 

•                       …be with friends 

•                       …make sense of suffering and death. 

•                       …be safe, accepted, encouraged,  hopeful and  

  loved. 

•                       …connect with older generations. 

•                       …learn leadership skills, team building, mediating, 

  critical thinking. 

•                       …learn about Christianity and other faiths. 

•                       …discover the great stories of the Bible. 

•                       …discover Jesus as a friend. 

•                       …learn tolerance and respect in a multicultural  

  society. 

•                       …gain a global perspective. 

•                       …experience prayer. 

•                       …talk about issues related to growing up. 

•                       …eat together. 

•                      …have a sense of community and belonging. 

•                       …develop calmness in a fast paced world. 

  

  

With thanks to the National Presbyterian Church  
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HOW TO REALLY LOVE A CHILD 

Be there.   Say yes as often as possible.   Let them bang on pots and 
pans.   If they’re crabby put them in water.    If they’re unlovable, 
love yourself.    Realize how important it is to be a child.    Go to a 
movie theatre in your pajamas.    Read books out loud with joy. 
Invent pleasures together.     Remember how really small they 
are.    Giggle a lot.   Surprise them.    Say no when neces-
sary.    Teach feelings.   Heal your own “inside child”.  Learn about 
parenting.   Hug trees together.    Make loving safe.    Bake a cake 
and eat it with no hands.  Go find elephants and kiss them.  Plan to 
build a relationship.   Imagine yourself magic.    Make lots of forts 
with blankets.  Let your angel fly.  Reveal your dreams.  Search out 
the positive.  Keep the gleam in your eye.    Mail letters to 
God.  Encourage silly   Plant licorice in your garden.  Open 
up.  Stop yelling.  Express your love.  A lot.  Speak kindly.   Paint 
their running shoes.    Handle with caring… CHILDREN ARE 

MIRACULOUS. 
 

—This is a gem from Rev. Alice 
 

 

A child’s prayer: "Lord, thank you for family. And for all the bless-
ings you've given us. Thank you for my mom and dad, my brother 

and my sister and for all these many stuffed animals, who may or 

may not come alive at night. Amen." 

 

 

This is my hand. 

My hand will do 

A thousand loving things 

for you 

And you’ll remember 

When I’m tall... 

That once my hand 

Was just this small. 
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Rule 1:  Life is not fair - get used to it! 
 

Rule 2:  The world doesn't care about your self-esteem. The world will 

expect you to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about 

yourself. 
 

Rule 3:  You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of high school. 

You won't be a vice-president with a car phone until you earn both. 
 

Rule 4:  If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss.  
 

Rule 5:  Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your Grandpar-

ents had a different word for burger flipping: They called it opportu-

nity. 
 

Rule 6: If you mess up, it's not your parent's fault, so don't whine 

about your mistakes, learn from them. 
 

Rule 7:  Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they 

are now.  They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your 

clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you thought you were: 

So before you save the rain forest from the parasites of your parent's 

generation, try delousing the closet in your own room. 
 

Rule 8:  Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but 

life HAS NOT.  In some schools, they have abolished failing grades and 

they'll give you as MANY TIMES as you want to get the right answer.  

*This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real 

life. 
 

Rule 9:  Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off 

and very few employers are interested in helping you FIND YOUR-

SELF. (Do that on your own time.) 
 

Rule 10:  Television is NOT real life. In real life, people actually have to 

leave the coffee shop and go to jobs. 
 

Rule 11:  Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one.  

 

  If you can read this...thank a Teacher.  

 And for life and everything else you have...thank God! 
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I would have given this student 100%!   

  

Q1.. In which battle did Napoleon die?   * His last battle. 

Q2.. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?       

* At the bottom of the page. 

Q3.. River Ravi flows in which state?  * Liquid. 

Q4.. What is the main reason for divorce?  * Marriage. 

Q5.. What is the main reason for failure?  * Exams. 

Q6.. What can you never eat for breakfast?  * Lunch & dinner. 

Q7.. What looks like half an apple?  * The other half. 

Q8.. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea what it will become?  

* Wet. 

Q9.. How can a man go eight days without sleeping ?                     

* No problem, he sleeps at night. 

Q10. How can you lift an elephant with one hand? 

* You will never find an elephant that has one hand. 

Q11. If you had 3 apples and 4 oranges in one hand and 4 apples 

and 3 oranges in other hand, what would you have?         

*Very large hands. 

Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how long would it take 

four men to build it?                       

*No time at all, the wall is already built. 

Q13. How can you drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor without cracking 
it? 
*Anyway you want, concrete floors are very hard to crack. 

 

 

Spread some laughter, share the cheer.   

Let's  be happy, while we're here!! 

 



Church Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank the following groups for this 

summer’s worship services ~ 

July   6 — Les Sorg representing the Session. 

July 13 — Prayer Fellowship 

July 20 — Keith Motton representing the 

Stewards. 

July 27 — Richard Fortier representing the 

Session. 

August 3 — Choir 

 

Antoine Leclerc and 

Jennifer Hicks with 

baby Elisabeth Anne 

— our latest baptism, 

June 22 

 

Below Rev. Alice 

singing to Elisabeth 

Anne who is loving it. 
 

Elders Erich Bauer & 

Richard Fortier intro-

ducing  Elisabeth to 

the congregation. 
Keith Motton represent-

ing the Stewards, July 20.  

His sermon can be found 

on our Website at ... 

saintandrewsunitedchurch.org 

We bid a fond farewell to Elsie Salter 

& Ben Doiron, June  22...we wish them 

well and hope to see them again. 



Summer 2014 
 

 We love our minister...and miss her when she’s away but then various 

church groups replace her. Much work goes into preparing these 

services with amazing results, yet attendance drops.  A fortunate 

gathering of members  take part in these beautiful services and benefit 

from hearing great sermons.  Below is the Prayer Fellowship service. 

Hazel Finlay delivered a  

great sermon. 

Myrna Hall sang a beautiful 

hymn. 

An unforeseen treat by a 

renown violinist.  

Hazel with her daughter,   

Sandra 

Hazel’s daughter Sandra, granddaughter Kim, 

and great-granddaughters Mackenzie & Kaitlyn, 

with vistors from Japan. 
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A seminary professor was 
vacationing with his wife in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  One 
morning, they were eating breakfast 
at a little restaurant, hoping to enjoy 
a quiet, family meal. While they 
were waiting for their food, they 
noticed a distinguished looking, 
white-haired man moving from table 

to table, visiting with the guests. The professor leaned over and 
whispered to his wife, 'I hope he doesn't come over here.' But sure 

enough, the man did come over to their table. 

 'Where are you folks from?' he asked in a friendly voice. 'Oklahoma,' 

they answered. 

'Great to have you here in Tennessee,' the stranger said... 'What do you do 

for a living?' 

'I teach at a seminary,' he replied. 

'Oh, so you teach preachers how to preach, do you? Well, I've got a really 

great story for you.' And with that, the gentleman pulled up a chair and 

sat down at the table with the couple.  The professor groaned and thought 

to himself, 'Great.. Just what I need.... Another preacher story!' 

The man started, 'See that mountain over there? (pointing out the 

restaurant window). Not far from the base of that mountain, there was a 

boy born to an unwed mother. He had a hard time growing up, because 

every place he went, he was always asked the same question, 'Hey boy, 

who's your daddy?' Whether he was at school, in the grocery store or drug 

store, people would ask the same question, 'Who's your daddy?' 

He would hide at recess and lunch time from other students.. He would 

avoid going in to stores because that question hurt him so bad. 'When he 

was about 12 years old, a new preacher came to his church. He would 

always go in late and slip out early to avoid hearing the question, 'Who's 

your daddy?' 

But one day, the new preacher said the benediction so fast that he got 

caught and had to walk out with the crowd. Just about the time he got to 

the back door, the new preacher, not knowing anything about him, put his 

hand on his shoulder and asked him, 'Son, who's your daddy?' 

Who's Your Daddy?  
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The whole church got deathly quiet. He could feel every eye in the 

church looking at him. Now everyone would finally know the answer to 

the question, 'Who's your daddy?' 

This new preacher, though, sensed the situation around him and using 

discernment that only the Holy Spirit could give, said the following to 

that scared little boy.. 'Wait a minute! I know who you are! I see the 

family resemblance now, you are a child of God.' With that he patted the 

boy on his shoulder and said, 'Boy, you've got a great inheritance.. Go 

and claim it.' 

The boy smiled for the first time in a long time and walked out the door 

a changed person. He was never the same again. Whenever anybody 

asked him, 'Who's your Daddy?' he'd just tell them, 'I'm a Child of God.' 

The distinguished gentleman got up from the table and said, 'Isn't that a 

great story?' The professor responded that it really was a great story! 

As the man turned to leave, he said, 'You know, if that new preacher 

hadn't told me that I was one of God's children, I probably never would 

have amounted to anything!' And he walked away.. 

The seminary professor and his wife were stunned. He called the 

waitress over and asked her, 'Do you know who that man was -- the one 

who was sitting at our table?' 

The waitress grinned and said, 'Of course. Everybody here knows him. 

That's Ben Hooper. He's governor of Tennessee!' 

—With thanks to Eric Robinson 

Ben W. Hooper (1870-1957), the governor of Tennessee from 1911-1915 was 

born out of wedlock to Sarah Wade, daughter of an Italian immigrant and Dr. 

L.W. Hooper, a physician who had served in the Union army.  Dr. Hooper re-

fused to marry Sarah because he was engaged to another woman.  Upon 

Sarah’s death, Ben was placed in an orphanage where Dr. Hooper sought him 

out and adopted him. 

 

Ben did not slink from the cruel taunts of his classmates; he answered their 

insults with his fists.  Ben Hooper later said “Instead of my supposed handicap 

generating an inferiority complex, it motivated a spirit of ambition and deter-

mination that furnished the impetus to carry me over many a hill in my young 

days.  I began to understand that sensible people might appraise a man upon 

his character and attainments rather than upon the accident of his birth or the 

merits of his antecedents.” 
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It was a number of years ago that the home economics       depart-
ment at the University of Minnesota received a rather strange 
phone call.  On the other end of the line was a lady who wanted to 
know if a turkey was safe to eat.  She explained that her mother 
had moved to a nursing home and now she was cleaning out her 
mom’s house.  Right now her work was centered 
on her mother’s freezer.  During her digging, at the 
very bottom of the chest-type freezer, she had dis-

covered a large frozen turkey. 

Further investigation revealed, according to the 
date on the tag, that turkey had been in the freezer 

for some 23 years. 

Talking to one of the school’s representatives, the 

woman asked, “Is the bird safe to eat?” 

The home economist drew a deep breath and ventured, “No, I 
don’t think you should eat it.  In fact, I’m pretty sure the bird 

could make you sick.” 

“I thought so,” came the reply.  “I’ll just give it to my local food 

shelf.”  How’s that for a gross story? 

Both literally and figuratively, the idea of giving spoiled leftovers 

to the poor kind of leaves a bad taste in your mouth, doesn’t it? 

Now I know most people wouldn’t ever think of doing such a 
thing.  Sadly, many of those same people don’t have much of a 

problem giving leftovers to the Lord. 

Far too many believers attend church only when they don’t have 
grass to cut or errands to run on a Sunday morning.  Too many 
churches are strapped financially because people give their offer-
ings to the Lord after every other bill is paid.  Too many programs 
don’t get done because God gets leftovers of time.  That’s sad.  
It’s especially sad when we think of what would happen to us if 

God had the same attitude toward us and our salvation. 

Thankfully, the Lord didn’t say, “I’ll get around to promising a 
Savior to rescue fallen humanity when I’ve got nothing else in the 
universe occupying My time.”  He didn’t think, offering My Son 

to save sinners? — that’s too costly a price to pay.   
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 No, when God gave to us, He gave the best:  He gave His Son.  When He 
met the price of saving us, nothing was held back.  Jesus lived, died and 

rose so all who believe in Him might be saved from an eternity in hell. 

All of this leads us to say, as did Luther, “For all of which it is our duty to 

thank and praise, to serve and obey Him.” 

This is most certainly true. 

Prayer ~ Dear Lord, I give thanks You never put humanity on the back 
burner; nor did You offer us leftovers for our salvation.  Moved by Your 
example, may I respond in kind and offer You my grateful best.  This I 

ask in the Name of Jesus who died so I might live.  Amen. 

—With thanks to Richard Fortier for this devotion 

 

ONE of the most striking scientific discoveries about religion in recent 
years is that going to church weekly is good for you. Religious attendance 
— at least, religiosity — boosts the immune system and decreases blood 
pressure. It may add as much as two to three years to your life. The rea-
son for this is not entirely clear.  
Social support is no doubt part of the story. At the evangelical churches 
I’ve studied as an anthropologist, people really did seem to look out for 
one another. They showed up with dinner when friends were sick and sat 
to talk with them when they were unhappy. The help was sometimes sur-
prisingly concrete. Perhaps a third of the church members belonged to 
small groups that met weekly to talk about the Bible and their lives. One 
evening, a young woman in a group I joined began to cry. Her dentist had 
told her that she needed a $1,500 procedure, and she didn’t have the 
money. To my amazement, our small group — most of them students — 
simply covered the cost, by anonymous donation. A study conducted in 
North Carolina found that frequent churchgoers had larger social net-
works, with more contact with, more affection for, and more kinds of so-
cial support from those people than their unchurched counterparts. And 

we know that social support is directly tied to better health.  

(Excerpt from an article in the New York Times, April 20, 2013)  

T. M. Luhrmann, a professor of anthropology at Stanford and the author 

of “When God Talks Back: Understanding the American Evangelical Re-

lationship With God,” is a guest columnist of the New York Times. 
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I am enclosing a piece that I wrote a while back, around Remembrance 
Day. These thoughts are always appropriate. I think of Paul Beauchamp, 
Ken McLean (Margaret’s uncle who served on the front lines in WW2), 
and others who have served (one person in WW1, through his war diary). 
Some of the anecdotes they have told me were humorous, others were 
unthinkable. All are remembered in one way or another by those 
involved. May God bless these vets.  —Robert Whittal 
 

I woke up this morning!  I could not help but think of those who would 

not! I felt grateful that I had the chance to wake up. I think of the many 

souls who awoke on the last morning of their lives, in a muddy trench, in 

a stifling, mosquito-infested swampy field, under a lice-infested piece of 

refuse in some foreign country.  They will never wake up! 

 

The sky this morning was cloudy. I felt grateful that I could experience 
this cloudy morning. So many fathers, mothers, brothers or sisters will 
never again experience another morning, cloudy or otherwise.  As I arose, 
I thought of those who will never arise because of their ultimate sacrifice, 
or debilitating injuries sustained on behalf of those they would never 
know. Because of these brave individuals, I was free to awaken this 
morning and experience a cloudy sky. 
 

I know it was cloudy, because I could look up and see the clouds. I was 
able to use my eyes, to look up. Again, I think of those veterans whose 
eyes have seen unspeakable horrors done to their fellow man, and when 
their eyes look up into the clouds, images of broken, bloodied bodies 
pervade. They can never shake those terrible images. My worst images do 
not even rate a number on the terrible-images scale that our brave 
veterans rate their worst images against. Again, I feel very grateful that I 
am able to arise in the morning, and see a cloudy sky. 
 

When I look out my back door, I see a field with many tall plants, grasses 

and trees. Hidden amongst the flora, are many animals, including 

racoons, skunk, rodents and the occasional deer. No enemy soldier is 

hiding there with me in the crosshairs of his scope. There is no worry 

about stepping on a land-mine. There is just the tranquil forest-like scene 

that conceals beautiful wildlife that is no more worried about being killed 

than I am while looking out at my backyard.  When I think of the many 

souls who sacrificed their futures so that I can arise from my own bed,  
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Canada has always been known for its peaceful people, vibrant   

culture, and beautiful countryside. But even more that, Canada      

is known for its patriotism. On Canadian Remembrance Day,         

let us salute those patriotic men and women who served the nation 

selflessly. 

not a straw mat on the floor of a concentration camp, or disease-
infested swamp in some other place that our young have never heard 
of, and be free to enjoy the nature around me, and not fear it, I feel 
tears of thanks in my eyes, and think of the tears of sadness that un-
told thousands of families have shed for their lost loved ones, who 
will shed tears no more. Through my tears, I am able to look up and 
see the cloudy sky. 
 

On waking, I could hear cars, trucks and construction noises around 

the neighbourhood. Some complain about the noise, saying that their 

sleep is being interrupted. I think of those who have awakened to the 

sound of guns and bombs, the screams of injured people, and the cries 

of children and their families as they were being crowded into cattle-

cars to be taken away to concentration camps...  or worse!. There were 

far worse things than a cloudy sky for them to look at and think about. 

When I awoke, I was very, very grateful for the sounds of cars, trucks 

and construction nearby, and to be free to look up and see a cloudy 

sky.—Bob 
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The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did 

the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, even though 

he could have beaten the red light by accelerating 

through the intersection.  The tailgating woman was 

furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustration, 

as she missed her chance to get through the 

intersection, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her 

window and looked up into the face of a very serious 

police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car 

with her hands up.  He took her to the police station 

where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, 

and placed in a holding cell. 

After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the 

cell and opened the door. She was escorted back to the 

booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting 

with her personal effects. 

He said, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind 

your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front 

of you and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'What Would Jesus 

Do' bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'Follow Me 

to Sunday-School' bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish 

emblem on the trunk, so naturally....I assumed you had stolen the car." 

—With Thanks to Eric Robinson 
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A woman in her 80’s once said “I live by the rules of the elderly.” 

 

• If the toothbrush is wet — you’ve brushed your teeth. 
• If the bedside radio is warm in the morning — you’ve left it on all night. 
• If you’re wearing one black shoe and one brown shoe — you have a pair 

just like it somewhere in the closet. 
• I stagger when I walk and small boys follow me, making bets on which 

way I’ll go next. 
• It’s tough to be at the age at which, when you go all out, you end up all 

in. 
• At our age, forget the natural ingredients.  We need all the artificial color 

and preservatives we can get. 
• Remember, you may be older today than you have ever been before, but, 

you are younger than you will ever be again. 
• My mind not only wanders, sometimes it leaves completely. 
• Age is mostly a matter of mind — if you don't mind it — it doesn’t 

matter. 
• Life becomes much easier once you get through youth, middle age and 

old age. 
• Laughter and tears are a magical mix. 
—With thanks to Hazel Finlay 

ON ADMISSION to the nursing home where I worked, each new 
resident was interviewed by a social worker. During one session, 
an alert, twinkling eyed 96-year-old man was asked, "Did you 

"YOU'RE in incredibly fine condition," the doctor concluded after 
finishing a thorough physical. "How old did you say you were, 
sir?" 
   "Seventy-eight." 
   "Seventy-eight!  Why, you have the health of a sixty-year-old. 
What's your secret?" 
   "I guess, Doc, it's due to a pact the wife and I made when we 
got married. She promised that if she was ever about to lose her 
temper, she'd stay in the kitchen 'till she cooled off. And I pledged 
that when I got angry I'd keep quiet, too, and go outside until I 
calmed down." 
   "I don't understand," said the doctor, "How could that help you 
stay so fit?" 
   "Well, the patient explained, "I guess you could say I've lived an 
outdoor life. 
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Congratulations to Sabrina & Jason 
Brands, our childhood sweethearts 
who have happily been united in 
marriage, July 5, 2014.  Here’s wishing 

them a lifetime of love and laughter.   

 

 

We welcome Stephanie-Alexandra Share who received the 

Sacrament of Adult Baptism and Confirmation, June 8th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We congratulate Lyle Ross Tahronhiakehton Mc Comber who 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation, June 8th. 

Our best wishes to Angus McAlpine who is 
teaching kindergarten children in Hohhot, the 
capital city of Inner Mongolia.   
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Our best wishes to Norma & Dennis 
McKeating who celebrated their 60th 

Wedding Anniversary in September. 
 

Congratulations to Vivian & Norval Bourgaize who celebrated their 
60th Anniversary in July. 
 

Congratulations to Bert & Margaret Grindlay who celebrated 60 years 
of marriage in August.   
 

Many happy returns to Don & Phyllis Reid who celebrated their 68th 
Wedding Anniversary in August. 
 

Happy Birthday wishes to our friends ~ 

 

Best wishes to Rev. Alice who celebrated her birthday in August. 
 

Our good wishes to Wally Walker who had a birthday in August. 
 

Congratulations to Hazel Finlay who celebrated her 96th Birthday 
September 11. 

Congratulations to Brian 

Ford, on the birth of his grand-
son.  We congratulate Andrew 
& Rachel on their first little 
baby. 

We are so excited! Adam 
McKay  Whittal was born on 
August 16, at Anna-Laberge 
Hospital at 12:40p.m. He is the 
son of David Whittal & Sonia 
McKay.   His proud grandpar-
ents are Margaret & Robert 
Whittal.  
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October 
Oct. 4  Annual Chateauguay Food Bank Drive 9:00-4:00 pm 
Oct. 5  World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 8  Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Oct. 12  Thanksgiving Service 
Oct. 13    Thanksgiving 
Oct. 14    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Oct. 18  Preparation for Soup Luncheon –  
   �Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 19  World Food Day – Soup Luncheon in Memorial Hall –  
   �Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 21    UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Oct. 25  Station 7 Art Auction (6:30 pm) Art donations appreciated 
Oct. 26  Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 

 November 
Nov. 2    Remembrance Day Cenotaph Service –  
   UCW serves hot chocolate in pm 
Nov. 9  Remembrance Day Service 
Nov. 11    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Nov. 12    Session Meeting (7:30) 
Nov. 16  Dedication of Christmas Shoe Boxes –  
   Operation Christmas Child 
Nov. 18    UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Nov. 30  Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 

 December 
Dec. 6    Holly Tea (11:00 – 3:00) 
Dec. 8    Seniors’ Lunch -- �Casseroles, salads  
   & desserts happily accepted. 
Dec. 9  Steward’s Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Dec. 10  Session Dinner & Meeting (6:00 pm) 
Dec. 14  White Gift Sunday & Dramatic Presentation 
Dec. 21  Choir Christmas Service 
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services:  Family Service 7:00 pm /  
  Candlelight Service 10:00 pm  
  
 * This is our proposed schedule of events.  Dates may change & there 

may be additional events.  We will keep you informed. 
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Minister:            Alice McAlpine 699-1412 

Clerk of Session:  Les Sorg   691-5227 

Elders:  

Jo Gaston (temp.)  District 1  692-8729 

Barbara Batten  District 2 & 3   691-2434 

Madeline Stevens  District 4   692-3687  

Sophie Cessford  District 5  691-8209    

Les Sorg   District 6  691-5227 

Llewellyn Hall  District 7  699-0408 

Richard Fortier  District 8 & 9  699-7013 

Audrey Bauer   District 10  692-6396 

Bruce Snair   District 11  699-9152 

Erich Bauer   District 12 & 13 692-6396 

Patricia Nielsen  District 14  692-2566 

  

Chairman/Stewards:  Eric Robinson  692-4141 

Treasurer:   Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Envelope Steward:  Serge Bergeron 691-7673  

Roll Clerk   Richard Fortier 699-7013 

Organist & Choir Dir: Doreen Gilbert  698-1078 

Sunday School:  Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Church Office:  Sandra Fortier 698-1050 

Janitor:    Ted Ross      514-594-9113 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to all our volunteers ~ those listed above and all of you 

who help throughout the year.  Your efforts are appreciated.   

 



 

 

 

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

46 Dupont St. West, Chateauguay QC  J6J 1G3 

Telephone:  (450) 698-1050 

e-mail:  sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca 

 

Website:  saintandrewsunitedchurch.org 

We’re on the Web in glorious color! 

Please find us at — 

 

saintandrewsunitedchurch.org 
 

The newsletter is printed 4 times a year.  The next 
one will be our  Winter Issue (December, January & 
February).  Deadline for submissions:  November 16, 
2014. 
 

If you wish to receive our newsletter, Reaching 

Out, kindly pick up your copy at the church.  If 

you would like to receive it by mail, please send us 

a cheque for $15 to cover the cost of mailing.  

Thank you for your support! 
 

Postcard from the 

McCord Museum 

sent to us by 

George Christie Jr. 

 

S t .  Andrew’s 

United Church, 

C h a t e a u g u a y 

about 1910. 


