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Reverend’s Ravellings 

Dear Friends, 

It is likely safe to say that almost eve-
ryone is feeling a little brighter these days 
with the dawn coming a little earlier and the 
daylight staying a little longer!  People can 
feel spring in their bones. 

With spring comes the preparations for 
Easter when our Lord experienced the ex-
treme darkness of His life in    going to the 
cross for us, and then brought the offer of 
glorious LIFE! to us with His resurrection.   

Just this morning, (Feb. 24) I read about 
Jesus speaking with the deeply anguished 
Martha in the death of her brother Lazarus. 
He assured her that Lazarus would live 
again, and then affirmed  “I am the Resur-
rection and the Life….”  

 

Con’t  p. 2 
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Sometimes we can read words and we say    
casually “Nice, very nice” and keep on reading. 
Sometimes we can read something and the reality 
of what we read smacks us right between the 
eyes!  

This morning I got smacked!  Jesus is no        
ordinary person. He was making a statement 
about Himself — HE is LIFE! And He wants to 
share His life with us!  He has overcome death, 
and now we can too!  The Easter Season is one of 
exclamation marks because of the awesome love 

and life that God is offering us! 

We hope you can take time from your busy schedules to ponder, but also 
we’d love to have you join with us for the various gatherings  (listed 
elsewhere) we will be having around this special season.   

God bless you all, Rev. Alice  
 
 

Hello Everyone, 

In  musing on St. A’s for the Annual Report, some of these free–floating 
thoughts went through my head. Our newsletter editor, Sandra Fortier 
asked for permission to have them reprinted here.  I suspect you will find 
yourself in here. Enjoy! 

As I think of St. A’s, I think of a group of friendly, dedicated people 
working together to honour the Lord they serve with who they are.  I see 
members willingly taking on leadership, whether in a Sunday morning 
worship service or throughout the week. I see Stewards delighting in see-
ing things like leaking roofs and bell towers getting fixed on a “fixed” 
income.  I see a small group of ladies heroically taking on big baking 
endeavours with people leaving social events with contented tummies.  

I see wide-eyed children asking questions like “who made God?” and 
teaching us how to really end a prayer (“Yay God!”) and singing with 
such earnest faces while dressed in angel costumes and shepherds and 
kings robes.   I see another little fellow too “twitchy “ to be part of the 
Sunday School but who will join the senior choir and use his excellent 
voice there. 
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I see an elder swatting at an invasive hive of honey bees on a Sunday 
morning, with the service fortunately ending before we were forced to 
quit! I hear beautiful music and singing coming from the choir loft, or 
from the strings of a violin player who delights to serve God this way.  

I see our church administrator quietly going beyond her job and 
coordinating and bringing out great newsletters with her writing and 
photo skills.   I see our church custodian politely asking if there is 
anything else he could be doing.       

 I hear laughter and see hugs, lots of hugs, being given and received. I 
sense the sorrow of members as they grieve with other members in their 
losses.  I am tremendously comforted in knowing that I can pick up the 
phone and call for prayer from a dedicated group of prayer warriors.  

I see people bringing in food and Christmas shoeboxes for the needy or 
getting involved with the Chateauguay Food Bank.  These are the public 
things our members do. I know, as do you as you read this, that there are 
also many who are quietly performing acts of kindness that are only 
known to God and the ones who are being blessed by their 
thoughtfulness.  

This is St. A’s, a people whom our mighty God loves and seeks to work 
through. As we make plans this coming year for the furtherance of His 
Kingdom, may our prayers be “Here I am Lord; use me.”  

—Rev. Alice 

  

Dear St. A’s Family, 

Thank you for the beautiful  

watercolour of St. A’s you   

presented to me at the White 

Gift service on December 15, 

2013.  You caught me totally 

unawares and just blew me out 

of the water!  I was instantly 

drawn to its fragility and 

beauty — I couldn’t believe it 

was mine!  So thank you, thank 

you.  It is a great reminder of 

people I love. —(Rev.) Alice 
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2013 was one of the hardest years in St. Andrew’s United Church 
history.  The long put-off repairs caught up with us, heating the 
church cost 50% more than I had budgeted for and regular givings 
were at an all-time low.  As of December 31st, 2013, our bank bal-
ance was $100,460.86.  If the Manse Fund of approximately 
$91,000 had not been transferred to operating expenses last year, 
we would have finished the year with less than $10,000 in the 
bank.  I have projected a deficit for 2014 of $28,068.  I consider 
this a conservative projection given that only $2,000 for church 
maintenance has been allocated and the budgeted amount for 
church heating was not changed.  Given the projected deficit of 
almost $30,000 and the dipping bank balance, I believe the finan-
cial future of St. Andrew’s is in jeopardy. 

 

I am very grateful to the UCW who, despite many setbacks in 
2013, were able to find $7,500 for operating expenses, the Stew-
ards who work so hard to keep up the church building and the gen-
erous individuals both near and far who contribute as much as they 
can.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 

—Nancy Christie 

 

 

 

Our sincere and heartfelt thanks goes to Dr. Bruce Oliver who has 

bestowed a generous gift to St. Andrew’s to help with its financial 

difficulties.  He has offered an orthodontic treatment, valued at 

$6,600, to be awarded to the highest bidder.  St. A’s will be the 

sole recipient of these proceeds. This offer will greatly help St. 

Andrew’s and will also benefit the recipient.   

Please find  enclosed an application form with all the details.  If 

you would like to bid on this amazing offer, please fill in the form 

and return it to the church administrator, Sandra Fortier,              

no later than March 15, 2014.   Good luck to all! 

—Ib Nielsen (450-692-2566) 
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Our Annual Congregational Meeting was held Sunday, February 

16.  It was a sobering event as treasurer, Nancy Christie went 

through the financial reports.  She predicts that in four years we 

might be facing an extreme situation. With this in mind, it was 

suggested that the congregation at large should try to come up 

with ideas on how to create more revenue.  It was also mentioned 

that this can be an exciting time in the church when we seek God’s 

face on how we can minister effectively in our locale. God is    

bigger than our problems.  

The young people attending the meeting were vocal and provided 

intelligent ideas.  One of these suggestions was for a follow-up 

meeting to be held in April 27th after morning worship. At this 

meeting we hope for good attendance along with some creative 

ideas.  

We really are a great little church and we have wonderful        

members.  There is so much love flowing through our Sunday  

services; there’s lots of it to share and it would be great if we 

could share it with more of you.  It’s a good way to start your day 

and your week with affirmative care and acceptance.   

Our younger families are important...they are the future of our 

church.  How can we meet the needs of this group? Perhaps some 

of you can tell us how we could better serve you — how to       

encourage you to attend and participate? 

Our church is worth saving — please help us to do this.  Do you 

have suggestions?  Let’s make this a group effort and join us for 

our meeting, April 27th. 

—Official Board 
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THANK YOU! On behalf of Craig, Angus, the rest of my Fraser 
family and myself, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your kind support in the loss of my dad on New Year’s 
Eve.  To those of you who made the trip to the visitation and    
funeral in Ontario ( I later heard my family joshed that when they 
didn’t recognize someone they said “ oh they must be from Alice’s 
church”) and/or sent cards or verbalized your sympathies, thank 
you so very much.  I also greatly appreciated Les Sorg conducting 
the Sunday morning service on behalf of the Session the following 
day.  We are comforted in knowing that Dad, after living a full and 
relatively healthy life, at the age of 92 really wanted to go and be 
with Mom. Again, thank you. I hold your kindness close in my 
heart.  —Sincerely, (Rev.) Alice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Audrey Hepburn wrote this lovely bit of advice when asked to 
share her 'beauty tips.  It was read at her funeral years later. 

 

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.  For lovely eyes, seek 
out the good in people. For a slim figure, share your food with the 
hungry.  For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her fingers through it 
once a day. For poise, walk with the knowledge that you never 
walk alone. People, even more than things, have to be restored, 
renewed, revived, reclaimed, and redeemed; never throw out any-
one.. Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you will find 
one at the end of each of your arms.  As you grow older, you will 
discover that you have two hands; one for helping yourself, and 
the other for helping others. 

  

—With thanks to Rev. Alice 
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Things God won't ask on THAT day 

 

1. God won't ask what kind of car you drove. He'll ask how 

many people you drove who didn't have transportation. 

2. God won't ask the square footage of your house. He'll ask 

how many people you welcomed into your home. 

3. God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet. He'll 

ask how many you helped to clothe. 

4. God won't ask what your highest salary was. He'll ask if you 

compromised your character to obtain it. 

5. God won't ask what your job title was. He'll ask if you     

performed your job to the best of your ability. 

6. God won't ask how many friends you had. He'll ask how 

many people to whom you were a friend. 

7. God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived. He'll ask 
how you treated your neighbors. 

8. God won't ask about the color of your skin. He'll ask about 

the content of your character. 
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Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto 

the clouds.—Psalm 36:5 
 

My home is on a mountain nearly four thousand feet high.  Many times 
we can see below us the clouds in the valley.  Some mornings we wake 
to find that we are in lovely sunshine, but the valley below is covered 
with clouds.  At other times thunderstorms come up, and we can see the 
lightning flash and hear the thunder roar down below, while we are en-
joying beautiful sunlight and clear skies above. 

 

Many times I have sat on our rustic front porch and watched the clouds 
below.  I have thought of the clouds of discouragement and suffering 
that temporarily veil the sunlight of God’s love from us.  Many people 
live with a cloud hanging over their lives.  Some may be in hospital 
beds;  others are suffering discouragement and bereavement.  A heavy 
cloud hangs over them. 

 

The Bible has a great deal to say about clouds, for they sometimes sym-
bolize the spiritual forces which obscure the face of God.  The Bible 
indicates that clouds are given to us for a purpose and that there is glory 
in the clouds and that every cloud has a silver lining.  It is written in 
Exodus 16:10, “They looked… and, behold, the glory of the Lord ap-
peared in the cloud.”  Without the clouds there would be no shield from 
the burning sun.  There would be no lavish sunsets, no rain, no light, no 
beautiful picturesque landscapes.  

 

Charles Kingsley sensed this truth when he wrote: “No cloud across the 
sun but passes at the last and gives us back the face of God once more.”  
Longfellow also saw meaning in life’s clouds when he said: “Be still, 
sad heart, and cease repining; Behind the clouds is the sun still shining.” 

 

The Bible says that God was in the cloud and that He spoke to His peo-
ple through a cloud.  The Lord said, “Lo, I come unto thee in a thick 
cloud” (Exodus 19:9). Again, God called to Moses “out of the midst of 
the cloud” (Exodus 24:16).  There are clouds in our lives shadowing,    
refreshing, and oftentimes draping them in the blackness of night, but 

there is never a cloud without its bright light.   

 

—Billy Graham from Unto the Hills 
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The Prayer Fellowship continues to meet Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. 

We are viewing the video “Jesus: Man, Messiah, or More?” a Day of 
Discovery Production. There are eight 26-minute discussions on this 2- 
disc set. We have watched the first discussion and are looking forward to 
seeing the next seven.  As well, we are talking about the future of the 
church in today’s society. 

You are welcome to join us if you are interested. 

 

—Shirley Cristie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember these people in your thoughts and prayers... 
 

Antoine, Amber, Pat Ashworth, Shelley Baumann, Bernice, Bonnie, Ian 
Brewster, Brigida, Carolyn, Colleen, Laura Cuthbertson, Dave, Valerie Dawson, 

Hugh Davidson, Dianah, Heather Downs, Eric Drakeford, Elizabeth Eastman, 

Jane Eason, Daryl Elliot, Karen Elkin, Aurale & Gloria Gadoury, Madeline 

Gagnon, Linda Gallant, George, Gladys, Hannah, Jennifer,  Justin, Kristy, 

Lance & family, Jean-Mathieu Leboeuf, Henry Lemieux, Marilyn Little, Dennis 

Marcoux, Laura McLean, Dennis McKeating, Michael, Mile, Cheryl Miller, 
Alf Painter, Teddy Pappin, Julie Patterson, Phyllis, Gail Provencher, Sarah 

Puskas, Don Reid, Robert Robertson, Chester Ross, Lou & Joan Sarka, Sharon, 

Donald Sim, Eileen Sim, Reynold Skeete, Joan Spurrell, Dylan Stanamir, 

Madeline Stevens, Ian Wiedow, John Wiwcharyk, Shirley Yarnell 

Please keep us updated— we would like to hear how our friends are 

doing so that we can pray for them more appropriately. 
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Welcome back after the holidays and many thanks to all who 

contributed in any way to the success of the Holly Tea. 

 

Our schedule of events is beginning again on March 7, 2014 

with the celebration of the World Day of Prayer at O.L.P.H. 

Church at 2 P.M. The country that prepared the service this 

year is Egypt. We hope to see many of you attend as all are 

welcome. 

 

In April we will be having our yearly Coffee Party & Bake Sale 

on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. Watch 

for posters and availability of tickets as you must have a ticket 

to get in. 

 

On Thursday, April 24, 2014 we will be having a Clothing Drive. 

Clothes may be brought to the church between 9 a.m. & 12 noon 

and left in the hall in front of Memorial Hall. All donated 

clothes should be clean and in good repair. 

 

Jumping ahead to June, we are planning a Strawberry Luncheon 

for Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 12 noon. There will be further 

information in the next newsletter and posters with more 

information toward the end of May. This event must have a 

ticket in advance also. 

 

We wish you all a Happy Easter!! 

 

Carol Epps, 

President 
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DAILY SURVIVAL KIT  
 

 
A SURVIVAL KIT to help you each day............   

Toothpick ... to remind you to pick the good qualities in every-

one, including yourself.     

Rubber band ... to remind you to be flexible. Things might not 

always go the way you want, but it can be worked out.   

Band-Aid ... to remind you to heal hurt feelings, either yours or 

someone else's.    

Eraser ... to remind you everyone makes mistakes. That's okay, 

we learn by our errors.    

Candy Kiss ... to remind you everyone needs a hug or a compli-

ment everyday.     

Mint ... to remind you that you are worth a mint to many peo-

ple. 

Bubble Gum ... to remind you to stick with your good inten-

tions and you can accomplish anything.    

Pencil ... to remind you to list your blessings every day.     

Tea Bag ... to remind you to take time to relax daily and go 
over that list of blessings.    This is what makes life worth liv-
ing every minute, every day.  

       

Wishing you love, gratitude, friends to cherish, caring, sharing, 

laughter, music, and warm feelings in your heart in the 2014 

year.—Carol Epps  
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Tuesday, March 4 is Shrove Tuesday also known as Pancake Day. It falls 
on the day before Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. 'Shrove' stems 
from the old English word 'shrive', meaning 'confess all sins'. It is called 
Pancake Day because it is the day traditionally for eating pancakes — a 
way to use up any stocks of milk, butter and eggs which were forbidden 
during the  abstinence of Lent. 

  

Ash Wednesday, March 5 marks 

the beginning of the Season of 

Lent. It is a season of penance, 

reflection, and fasting which pre-

pares us for Christ's Resurrection, 

Easter Sunday, through which we 

attain redemption. 

Daylight Saving Time —March 9 

– often referred to as "Summer Time.” 

"DST" or "Daylight Savings Time" – 

is a way of making better use of the 

daylight in the evenings by setting the 

clocks forward one hour during the 

longer days of summer, and back 

again in the fall. 

St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.   

Green ribbons and shamrocks were 

worn in celebration of St Patrick's 

Day as early as the 17th century. 

Saint Patrick is said to have used 

the shamrock, a three-leaved plant, 

to explain the Holy Trinity to the 

pagan Irish, and the wearing and 

display of shamrocks and sham-

rock-inspired designs has become 

a feature of the day. 

First Day of Spring —  

March 20 
 

Spring Birds 
 

Oh, every year has its winter, 

And every year has its rain— 

But a day is always coming 

When the birds come north again. 

 

When the new leaves swell in the forest, 

And the grass springs green on the 

plain, 

And the alder’s veins turn crimson— 

And the birds come north again. 

 

Oh, every heart has its sorrow, 

And every heart has its pain— 

But a day is always coming 

When the birds come north again. 

 

‘Tis the sweetest thing to remember, 

If courage is on the wane— 

When the cold, dark days are over, 

Why the birds come north again. 

 

—Submited by Brian Verschoote 
“Red Winged Blackbird Has Spoken” 
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Palm Sunday — April 13 

 

Holy Week — April 14-18. The last week of Lent is called Holy Week, 

and it contains the days of the Easter Triduum, including Maundy 

Thursday (also known as Holy Thursday), commemorating the Last 

Supper and its preceding foot washing, as well as Good Friday, 

commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus.    

Services will be held as follows:   

Monday, April 14 — Thursday, April 17 — 7:00-7:30 pm;  

Friday, April 18, 10:30 am. 
 

Easter Sunday— April 20:  

Sunrise Service in the Chapel in the Hall 9:30am 

Hot Cross Bun Breakfast 9:30am /  

Holy Communion Service in Sanctuary 10:30am 

 

UCW Coffee & Bake Sale —  

April 22, 10:00—12:00 (noon) 

 

 

 

Hot Cross Buns or spiced rolls, round in 
shape, with a cross indented in the top 
originated in 1361 at St. Alban’s Abbey 
when one of the monks baked them as gifts 
for the poor.  Unlike common bread, they 
are supposed not to grow moldy when 
kept, and stale buns are retained for all 
kinds of purposes— for grating into medi-
cines, as charms against shipwreck as a 
means of keeping rats out of the corn, and 
as general “good luck” talisman for the 
household, to be hung from the ceiling on 
a string. 

Blessed be the hand that 

prepares a pleasure for 

a child, for there is no 

saying when and where 

it may bloom forth.      —

Douglas Jerrold 
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I’d like to gather all my 

friends 

Beneath our roof some day, 

The ones whose years are 

only few— 

And those with hair of gray. 

I’d bring them from across 

the seas 

From mountains, hills, and 

vales, 

And those who travel 

constantly  

Could spin their many tales. 

Musicians who could sing 

for us 

The old and modern themes, 

Artistic friends whose 

brushes paint 

The pictures of our dreams. 

The ones who have no 

thought of wealth 

Whose hearts are purest 

gold, 

And those who’ve found the 

loneliness 

Success can sometimes hold. 

Each one has touched my 

life with joy 

Somewhere along the way— 

I’d like to gather all of them 

Beneath our roof some day. 

—Author Unknown 

 

 
What better  gift to give than your 

presence at our  

181st Anniversary Service,  

May 4 at 10:30 am.   
The Elgin Pipe & Drums Band 
has accepted the invitation to 
have a Kirkin’ of the Tartan as 

part of our celebration. 
We hope to fill the church with 
members, family & friends.   

Welcome to all!  

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his 
sanctuary; praise him in his 
mighty heavens! Praise him for 
his mighty deeds; praise him ac-
cording to his excellent greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and 
dance; praise him with strings and 
pipe! Praise him with sounding 
cymbals; praise him with loud 
clashing cymbals! 
Psalm 150:1-6   

(In celebration of St. A’s 181st) 

181st Anniversary 
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We celebrate Mother’s Day at St. A’s with a breakfast prepared by 

the men in our congregation.  It’s always a great treat for the 

women!  Please join us May 11 for breakfast at 9:30 am followed 

by a service in the Chapel in the Hall.  

 

Yellow Gold 

 

The prettiest flowers I ever got  

Came not from a florist's bouquet, 

But from the hands of a little tot 

On a mild summer’s day. 

They were only weeds from a pasture nearby, 

Held clutched in a tiny palm. 

Straggled and wilted and drooped they were  

from the long and weary trip home. 

But when I saw the shining face beaming up at me, 

So eager to please as he said, “Mommy, here!” 

They became more than weeds to me. 

The yellow petals seemed turned to gold 

As they glowed in the bright, shining sun. 

And of all the flowers I’ve gotten since then, 

I wouldn’t trade a one for the beautiful weeds 

I received that day, picked by my baby for me. 

They’re eternally wrapped and sealed with love, 

Preserved in my memory. 

—Peggy Putnam 
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White Gift Sunday 



Valentine’s Service 
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People 5 to 95 share what they have discovered about 

life, love and other good stuff. 

 

I've learned that home is the place where we grumble the most 
and are loved the best. 

I've learned that old age is not a defeat but a victory, not a      
punishment but a privilege. 

I've learned that having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of 
the most peaceful feelings in the world. 

I've learned that all grandchildren are beautiful and brilliant, and 
take after their grandparents. 

I've learned that I can always pray for someone when I don't have 
the strength to help him in some other way. 

I've learned that our background and circumstances may have 
influenced who we are, but we are responsible for who we      
become. 

I've learned that sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold 
and a heart to understand. 

I've learned that life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets 
to the end, the faster it goes. 

I've learned that when I awake aching in various joints and think-
ing “Oh, what's the use?”  If I get out of bed, don some clothes, 
splash cold water on my face, put on a little lipstick-- I can face 
the world for another day. 

I've learned that my grown children remember and treasure the 
things we did rather than the things we bought. 

I've learned that you shouldn't always bail your children out of 
trouble even though you may want to. 

I've learned that it's those small, daily      
happenings that make life so spectacular. 
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I've learned that you should never put off saying “I love you” in 
any relationship as long you sincerely mean it. Otherwise, you may 
spend the rest of your life regretting it. 

I've learned that you shouldn't let a day pass by without making at 
least one person feel good. 

I've learned that no matter what their ages or how far away they 
may be, you never stop wanting to keep a protective arm around 
your children. 

I've learned that good habits are just as hard to break as bad habits. 

I've learned that an adult is someone who stopped growing except 
in the middle. 

—With thanks to Audrey Bauer 
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A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He painted a sign 
advertising the 4 pups and set about nailing it to a post on the edge of his 
yard. As he was driving the last nail into the post, he felt a tug on his 
overalls.  He looked down into the eyes of a little boy.  "Mister," he said, 
"I want to buy one of your puppies." 

  

"Well," said the farmer, as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, 
"These puppies come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money." 

  

The boy dropped his head for moment. Then reaching deep into his 
pocket, he pulled out a handful of change and held it up to the farmer.  
"I've got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to take a look?" 

  

"Sure," said the farmer. And with that he let out a whistle. "Here, Dolly!" 
he called. Out from the doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed 
by four little balls of fur. The little boy pressed his face against the chain 
link fence. His eyes danced with delight. As the dogs made their way to 
the fence, the little boy noticed something else stirring inside the 
doghouse.  Slowly another little ball appeared, this one noticeably 
smaller. Down the ramp it slid. Then in a somewhat awkward manner, the 
little pup began hobbling toward the others, doing its best to catch up... 

  

"I want that one," the little boy said, pointing to the runt. The farmer knelt 
down at the boy's side and said, "Son, you don't want that puppy. He will 
never be able to run and play with you like these other dogs would." 

  

With that, the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and 
began rolling up one leg of his trousers. In doing so, he revealed a steel 
brace running down both sides of his leg attaching itself to a specially 
made shoe.  Looking back up at the farmer, he said, "You see sir, I  don't 
run too well myself, and he will need someone who understands." 

  

With tears in his eyes, the farmer reached down and picked up the little 
pup.  Holding it carefully, he handed it to the little boy.  "How much?" 
asked the little boy... "No charge," answered the farmer, "There's no 
charge for love."  
  
The world is full of people who need someone who understands. 
  
—With thanks to Carol Epps 
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All Gardeners Kneel 
 

All gardeners kneel to do their work— 

Sowing a garden, planting shrubs, 

Or weeding out a tiny patch 

Where rhubarb shows its little nubs. 

We must get close to Mother Earth, 

Feel her flowing like a hearth. 
 

For underneath the quiet ground 

There is a rhythm and a beat— 

Life answering to other life 

Below the barley and the wheat. 

The clover and the grasses know 

The forces hidden far below. 
 

The cattle on the distant hill 

Lie down beneath the purple skies, 

Resting upon the ancient earth. 

But cattle too must kneel to rise, 

And sheep close by the river’s brink 

Oft lean upon their knees to drink. 
 

So gardeners kneel in the warm sun 

To sow the seeds of fruit and flower 

Or tamp a tiny seedling in, 

Part of the lovely springtime hour 

When all Creation seems to feel 

A blessed urge to stop and kneel. 

 

—Edna Jaques 
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March 
March 4    (5:00 – 7:00 pm) Shrove Tuesday –  
  Pancake Supper in Memorial Hall  
March 7    World Day of Prayer – OLPH 
March 8 Options’ Spaghetti Dinner & Dance (6:00 pm—12:00) 
March 9 Spring Ahead!  Daylight Saving Time begins. 
March 11   Stewards’ Meeting   (7:30 pm) 
March 12   Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
March 18   UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
March 22 La Boîte Vocale -- Concert (8:00 pm) 
March 30 Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 

April 
April 6  Sunday Worship with Group Aeternal 
April 8     Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
April 9    Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
April 13    Palm Sunday Play & Chapel in the Hall (10:30 am) 
April 14-18  Holy Week Services: Monday–Thursday (7:00–7:30 pm); 
  Good Friday (10:30 am) 
April 20    Easter Sunday – Sunrise Service in the Chapel in the Hall 
  (9:00 am) / Hot Cross Bun Breakfast (9:30 am) &  
  Holy Communion Service in Sanctuary (10:30 am) 
April 22    UCW Coffee Party & Bake Sale (10:00 – 12:00) & 
     UCW Meeting in pm 
April 24 UCW Clothing Drive (11:00 am) 
April 27 Men’s Breakfast (8:00 am) 

 

May 
May 4  181st Anniversary Service (Kirkin’ of the Tartan ~ Elgin  
  Pipe & Drums Band) & Informal Lunch 
  �Salads, sandwiches & baked goods happily accepted. 
May 11  Mother’s Day – Breakfast prepared by the gentlemen –  
  —Service in Chapel in the Hall 
May 13    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
May 14     Session Meeting (7:30 m) 
May 19  Victoria Day 
May 20     UCW Meeting (1:30 pm -- last meeting until September) 
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June 
June 8  Pentecost Sunday – Holy Communion Service 
June 10    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
June 11    Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
June 15  Father’s Day – Breakfast prepared by the women –  
  Service in Chapel in the Hall & Sunday School Closing 
June 25    UCW prepare for Strawberry Luncheon (arrive 8:00 am) 
June 26    UCW Strawberry Luncheon (12:00 noon) 
  

September 
Sept. 7    Welcome Back BBQ (4:0 pm).  Everyone is welcome! 
  �Salads & desserts gladly accepted! 
Sept. 9   Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Sept. 10  Session Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Sept. 16   UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Sept. 26   Preparation for Harvest Supper (tentative date or Oct. 3) 
—   �Volunteers Appreciated! 
Sept. 27   Harvest Supper (tentative date or Oct. 4) –  
  �Volunteers Appreciated! 
Sept. 28 Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 

October 
Oct. 4  Annual Chateauguay Food Bank Drive 
Oct. 5  World Communion Sunday 
Oct. 12  Thanksgiving Service 
Oct. 13    Thanksgiving 
Oct. 14    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Oct. 18  Preparation for Soup Luncheon –  
  �Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 19  World Food Day – Soup Luncheon in Memorial Hall –  
  �Volunteers Appreciated 
Oct. 21    UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Oct. 26  Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 
Oct. 27    UCW prepares turkey pot pies (arrive at 8:00 am) 
 

Continued on page 20... 



�Calendar of Events 
Page 24 

 

November 
Nov. 2    Remembrance Day Cenotaph Service –  
  UCW serves hot chocolate in pm 
Nov. 9  Remembrance Day Service 
Nov. 16  Dedication of Christmas Shoe Boxes –  
  Operation Christmas Child 
Nov. 11    Stewards’ Meeting (7:30 pm) 
Nov. 12    Session Meeting (7:30) 
Nov. 18    UCW Meeting (1:30 pm) 
Nov. 30  Men’s Breakfast  (8:00 am) 
 

December 
Dec. 5     Preparation for Holly Tea (arrive 8:00 am) 
Dec. 6    Holly Tea (11:00 – 3:00) 
Dec. 8    Seniors’ Lunch  
  �Casseroles, salads & desserts gratefully accepted. 
Dec. 14  White Gift Sunday & Dramatic Presentation 
Dec. 21  Choir Christmas Service 
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services:  Family Service 7:00 pm /  
  Candlelight Service 10:00 pm  
  
  
* Please note:  this is our proposed schedule of events.  Dates may 

change & there may be additional events.  We will keep you 

informed. 

  
 Regular Happenings 

•  Prayer Fellowship -- Tuesday 10:00 am 
•  Badminton – Tuesday & Thursday at 9:00 am 
• Community Kitchen – Wednesday & Friday 9:00 am 
•  Volleyball – Wednesday at 8:00 pm 
•  Choir Practice – Thursday, 7:00 pm 
•  AA Meetings —Friday 8:00 pm 
• Men’s Breakfast  Last Sunday of the month -- 8:00 am  
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Spring is on its way! WALKERS NEEDED: The Châteauguay 
Volunteer Bureau’s Walking Club is more alive than ever! If you are 
visually impaired or experiencing reduced mobility and would like to get 
some exercise with a volunteer guide, come out and join us for some 
fresh air every Thursday morning. You will get to meet people and keep 
or get fit. Contact Lisa at 450-699-6289. 
  

FRIENDLY VISITS: If you are 65 years of age or older, live alone, and 
would like to have some company on a regular basis, the Greater 
Châteauguay Volunteer Bureau has just the right service for you! One of 
our volunteers could visit you for about 3 hours a week, to talk, play 
cards or do any other activities that may interest you. To sign up for this 
free service, please call Lisa at 450-699-6289.  

Lisa Lefebvre 

Adjointe à la coordinatrice des services 
Centre d`action bénévole du grand Châteauguay 
10, rue Gilmour, Châteauguay, QC J6J 1K4 
450-699-6289 / télécopieur : 450-699-6292 
cabchateauguay@hotmail.com 

  

When I woke up this morning lying in bed, I asked myself, 

'What are some of the secrets of success in life?' 

I found the answer right there, in my very room. 

The Fan said... Be Cool. 

The Roof said... Aim High.  

The Window said... See the World. 

The Clock said... Every minute is Precious. 

The Mirror said... Reflect before you Act. 

The Calendar said... Be up to date. 

The Door said... Push Hard for your Goals. 
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YOU TOOK MY PARKING SPACE AT CHURCH  
 
One day, a man went to visit a church, He got there early, parked his car 
and got out. Another car pulled up near the driver got out and said, " I 
always park there!  

You took my place!" The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an 
empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the church approached him 
and stated, "That's my seat! You took my place!" The visitor was 
somewhat distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing.  

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. 
Another member walked up to him and said, " That's where I always sit! 
You took my place!" The visitor was even more troubled by this 
treatment, but still he said nothing.  

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, 
the visitor stood up, and his appearance began to change. Horrible scars 
became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. Someone from the 
congregation noticed him and called out, "What happened to you?" The 
visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, "I took your place."  

 

 

We’re on the Web in glorious color! 

Please find us at — 

 

saintandrewsunitedchurch.org 
 

You can now print out your own 

newsletter — if you no longer wish 

to receive the printed one, please 

advise the church at 450-698-1050. 

Thank you!!   

 

The newsletter is printed 4 times a 

year.  The next one will be our  

Summer Issue (June, July, August 

&    September).  Deadline for      

submissions:  May 18, 2014 

 

—Sandra Fortier, editor 
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Minister:            Alice McAlpine 699-1412 

Clerk of Session:  Les Sorg   691-5227 

Elders:  

Jo Gaston (temp.)  District 1  692-8729 

Barbara Batten   District 2 & 3  691-2434 

Madeline Stevens  District 4   692-3687  

Sophie Cessford  District 5  691-8209    

Les Sorg   District 6  691-5227 

Llewellyn Hall  District 7  699-0408 

Richard Fortier  District 8 & 9  699-7013 

Audrey Bauer   District 10  692-6396 

Bruce Snair   District 11  699-9152 

Erich Bauer   District 12 & 13 692-6396 

Patricia Nielsen  District 14  692-2566 

  

Chairman/Stewards:  Eric Robinson  692-4141 

Treasurer:   Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Envelope Steward:  Serge Bergeron 691-7673  

Roll Clerk   Richard Fortier 699-7013 

Organist & Choir Dir: Doreen Gilbert  698-1078 

Sunday School:  Nancy Christie 691-7673 

Church Office:  Sandra Fortier 698-1050 

Janitor:    Edward Ross (Ted) 

 

 

Thanks to all our volunteers ~ those listed above and all of you 

who help throughout the year.  Your efforts are so very much 

appreciated.   

 

 

 



 

 

TODAY 

WILL NEVER COME AGAIN 

BE A BLESSING 

BE A FRIEND 

ENCOURAGE SOMEONE 

TAKE TIME TO CARE 

LET YOUR WORDS HEAL 

AND NOT WOUND 
  

hugs  Audrey Bauer 

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

46 Dupont St. West, Chateauguay QC  J6J 1G3 

Telephone:  (450) 698-1050 

e-mail:  sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca 
 


