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Dear Friends, 

     Arriving at the bird feeders after getting 

past five peanut munching squirrels, I no-

ticed a build-up of seeds scattered around 

the supporting feeder pole.  I thought, 

“when the red-wingers arrive, a lot of this 

will be taken care of.” And then my 

thoughts went to Allen Rathwell’s affir-

mation of hope (even in November), 

“Spring is coming.” 

     And so it is. It’s hard to believe that 

shortly ago, we were celebrating Christ-

mas and Jesus coming as a baby. Now 

we’re preparing for Easter, remembering 

when Jesus, all grown up, laid down 

His life for us so we can live now 

and always.  I hope that in this re-

flective season, His love may become 

more real to all of us. I like to personalize 

certain Scripture passages — they become 

more real — and Easter may be more real 

to you as you see yourself in this verse, 

”For God so loved (your name), that He 

gave His only Son, that by (your name) 

believing in Him, (your name) will not be 

destroyed  but have an whole and lasting 

life.” (John 3:16) 

Con’t….           
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We are also into our 180th year of being St. Andrew’s Church, first 

as a Presbyterian congregation and now as a United Church congre-

gation.  How grateful we can be to the faithfulness of previous gen-

erations in holding steady through thick and thin times. The Scrip-

tures say we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses cheering 

us on.  This is our time to hold steady in living out the reality that 

our Lord is the way, the truth and the life that we and our world 

needs.  As we do every year, we seek ways to reach out to our com-

munity as well as grow in our faith. Through the use of a variety of 

media, (e.g. these newsletters) we will seek to keep you informed of 

these different activities.     

     We hope that this Easter time and, in fact, this whole year will be 

a time of God’s great blessings for you all.  As our United Church 

Creed affirms, “ We are not alone; we live in God’s 

world….  Thanks be to God.”  Amen!! 

                                             

In His love, Rev. Alice 

We don't change the message, the 
message changes us.  

 

Coincidence is when God chooses to 

remain anonymous. 

When you get to your wit's end, you'll 

find God lives there. 
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When there is love there is courage, 
When there is courage there is peace, 

When there is peace there is God, 
And when you have God you have everything. 

Anonymous  
  
—With Thanks to Elizabeth Edwards 
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UCW 
 

Here we are in February already and it feels like the Holly Tea 

has just finished. Thank you to all who participated and sup-

ported us. 

We have our events planned again and with the fast pace of life 

we need to make them known now so that calendars are not full 

by the time we get there. 

Our Coffee Party & Bake Sale will take place on Tuesday, 

March 19, 2013 between the hours of 10 a.m. & 12 noon. 

We hope that as many of you as possible will come out and join 

us. This event is by ticket only. 

The Annual Spring Clothing Drive will be held on Thursday, 

April 18, 2013 between 9 a.m. & 12 noon. This drive is for 

spring and summer clothing only and all donations should be 

clean and in good condition. The clothes may be left in the hall 

in front of Memorial Hall. 

This year our 180th Anniversary will be catered by us (UCW) 

on Sunday, May 5, 2013 following the worship service. Come 

and help us celebrate our longevity. 

The Strawberry Luncheon will take place on Tuesday, June 

25, 2013 at 12 noon. It is by ticket only. Enjoy tasty sand-

wiches and a bowl of ice cream topped with delicious strawber-

ries. 

We, the UCW ladies, hope to make 2013 a truly successful year 

BUT, we need your help to do so. Please participate and support 

as we endeavor to serve you well. Thank you. 

 

Carol Epps 

President 
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Prayer Fellowship 
 

New members are always welcome — just come Tuesday morn-

ings at 10:00 am.—Shirley Christie (450-692-4396) 

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For:  Amber, Loyd Ainslie, Pat Ashworth, Shelley 

Baumann, Bernice, Ian Brewster, Brigida, Caroline, Carolyn, David 

Chun, Laura Cuthbertson, Dave, Hugh Davidson, Dianah, Heather 

Downs, Jane Eason, Aurele & Gloria Gadoury, Madeline Gagnon, Linda 

Gallant, George, Lesia Ghany, Gladys, Jennifer, Joan, Justin, Kristy, Jean

-Mathieu LeBoeuf, Sharon, Dennis McKeating, Michael, Mile, Cheryl 

Miller, Terry Muncey, Teddy Pappin, Julie Patterson, Phyllis, Gail 

Provencher, Phyllis Reid, Robert Robertson, Linda Robinson, Lou & 

Joan Sarka, Ken Semper, Donald Sim, Reynold Skeete, Dylan Stanamir, 

Madeline Stevens, Marilyn Tennant, Barbara Tyler, Ian Wiedow, John 

Wiwcharyk, Shirley Yarnell. 

 

To a Shut-In 
 

Forgive us if we seem to be 

So wrapped in living selfishly; 

It must be hard behind a wall 

To look for friends who never call; 

For those of us with jobs to do 

Forget there are no jobs for you, 

And we who move with busy feet 

Forget you never walk a street; 

And so we tread our daily groove 

Forgetting that you cannot move, 

Till in the maze of much to do 

We spend the time we saved for you. 

Forgive us friend, be patient, kind, 

Your feet are lame, but we are blind; 

What good are eyes that fail to see 

Another’s need for sympathy? 

What good are feet that never boast 

Of going where they’re needed most? 

Or fail to make a life more sweet? 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Thanks in large part to the movie rental, the dedicated UCW and 

the hardworking Stewards, St. Andrew’s finished 2012 with a 

deficit of $955.  Givings were down considerably in 2012, so we 

were very fortunate to secure the movie rental which netted us 

approximately $17,500.   

While I am very grateful for the many exceptional events which 

have helped St. Andrew’s stay afloat over the past few years, I am 

very leery of our organization becoming dependent on the ex-

traordinary for regular income. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

—Nancy Christie 
 

Sunday School 
 

The Sunday School is preparing for the Palm Sunday Play on 

March 24th, 2013.  Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will be family 

services, so there will be no regular Sunday School on those two 

days.   

Sunday School attendance has increased considerably, enhancing 

the enthusiasm and energy of the teachers.  There is so much we 

can learn from one another, every week is a new adventure! 

—Nancy Christie 

 

 

A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What was  Jesus' 
mother's name?" One child answered, "Mary." The teacher 
then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' father's name was?" A 
little kid said, "Verge." Confused, the teacher asked, "Where 
did you get that?" The child said, "Well, you know they are 
always talking about Verge n' Mary.''  
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Fundscrip is an innovative program that lets you earn cash rebates for St. 

Andrew’s based on things you buy everyday like groceries, gas and other 

household items.  Every month you spend hundreds of dollars for things 

like food, gas, clothing, pharmacy, restaurants, electronics, home renova-

tions, department stores, and so on.  All you have to do is pay for some or 

all of your purchases using GIFT CARDS bought at face value from Fund-

Scrip participating retailers and a percentage of every gift card purchased is 

contributed to St. Andrew’s fundraising efforts. 
 

 
You make your usual visit to the grocery store.  You fill your cart and go to 

the check out.  Instead of paying with cash or a debit card, you use a gift 

card that you purchased  through our group. It costs you nothing extra but 

you just earned money for your group. 

ASK FAMILY & FRIEND TO SUPPORT OUR GROUP? 
We encourage everyone to invite their family members, friends, co-workers 

and neighbors to participate in FundScrip as well. After all, they probably 

buy groceries and gas, just like you do.  You could give them an order form 

and they can order at the same time.   
 

 
 

The gift cards come preloaded and are available in various denominations.  

As you use the cards, the value of the purchase is automatically deducted 

from the value stored on the card.  If you don’t use the entire amount, the 

balance remains on the card and can be used for future purchases.   

 

 

Most fundraisers ask you to take out your check book 
to buy things you don’t want or need…. 

No Donations- No sympathy purchases 
No door-to door sales 

Questions?  Please contact: 
Nancy Christie (450)691-7673 

Learn more at www.fundscrip.com 

Fundscrip 



A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, 

and four-year-old grandson. The old man's hands trembled, 

his eyesight was blurred, and his step faltered.  The family ate 

together at the table but the elderly grandfather's shaky hands 

and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his 

spoon onto the floor. When he grasped the glass, milk spilled 

on the tablecloth. 

 

The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. 

'We must do something about father,' said the son.  'I've had 

enough of his spilled milk, noisy eating, and food on the 

floor.'  

 

So the husband and wife set a small table in the corner. 

There, Grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family en-

joyed dinner. Since Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his 

food was served in a wooden bowl.  When the family glanced 

in Grandfather's direction, sometimes he had a tear in his eye 

as he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him 

were sharp admonitions when he dropped a fork or spilled 

food.  

 

The four-year-old watched it all in silence. One evening be-

fore supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood 

scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, 'What are you 

making?'  

Just as sweetly, the boy responded, 'Oh, I’m making a little 

bowl for you and Mama to eat your food in when I grow up.'  

The four-year-old smiled and went back to work.         

 

Con’t...              
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Family Faith 
The Wooden Bowl  
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The words so struck the parents that they were speechless. 

Then tears started to stream down their cheeks. Though no 

word was spoken, both knew what must be done.  That eve-

ning the husband took Grandfather's hand and gently led him 

back to the family table. For the remainder of his days he ate 

every meal with the family... And for some reason, neither 

husband nor wife seemed to care any longer when a fork was 

dropped, milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.  

 

On a positive note, I've learned that, no matter what happens, 

how bad it seems today, life does go on, and it will be better 

tomorrow.  

I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way 

he/she handles four things: a rainy day, the elderly, lost lug-

gage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.  

I've learned that making a 'living' is not the same thing as 

making a 'life..'  

I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.  

I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's 

mitt on both hands.  You need to be able to 

throw something back sometimes.  

I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude 

you but, if you focus on God, your family, your friends, the 

needs of others, your work and doing the very best you can, 

happiness will find you.  

I've learned that whenever I decide something with an open 

heart, I usually make the right decision.  

I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to be 

one.  

I've learned that every day, you should reach out and touch 

someone.. People love that human touch -- holding hands, a 

warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back.  

 

I've learned that I still have a lot to learn.  

 



THE BUZZARD  

If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet 

and is entirely open at the top, The bird, in spite of 

its ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner.  The reason is that 

a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 

10 to 12 feet.  Without space to run, as is its habit, it will not 

even attempt to fly, But will remain a prisoner for life in a small 

jail with no top.  

 

THE BAT   
The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble 

creature in the air, Cannot take off from a level place.  If it is 

placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about 

helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight 

elevation from which it can throw itself into the air.  Then, at 

once, it takes off like a flash. 

 

THE BUMBLEBEE 
A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there 

until it dies, unless it is taken out.  It never sees the means of 

escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out 

Through the sides near the bottom.  It will seek a way where 

none exists, until it completely destroys itself. 

 

PEOPLE 
In many ways, we are like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumble-

bee.  We struggle about with all our problems and frustrations, 

never realizing that all we have to do is look up! That 's the an-

swer, the escape route and the solution to any problem… 

Just look up! 
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A SimplePrayer  

For what I am not that I ought to be, forgive me.  

Be with my mouth in what it speaks  

Be with my hands in what they do  

Be with my mind in what it thinks  

Be with my heart in what it feels  

May I reflect You. Change me.  

And work in me  

...through me  

...for me  

...in spite of me  

  

In the precious name of Jesus,  

Amen.  

 

 

If I can stop one heart from breaking, 

I shall not live in vain; 

If I can ease one life the aching, 

Or cool one pain, 

Or help one fainting robin unto his nest again, 

I shall not live in vain. 
 

~ With thanks to Rupert Richardson ~ 
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Valentine’s Breakfast & Contemporarty 
Service, Sunday February 10, 2013 

Our chef, Keith Motton, 

along with some great help 

from friends! 

Our lovely Valentine’s Day Celebra-

tion with family & friends — Break-

fast & Service took place in the 

Chapel In the Hall. 



Robbie Burns Dinner—Feb. 17/2013 
-13- 



Calendar of Events March, April, May 

Please mark your calendar for the following events… 
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Date / March Time Event 

Friday, 1   2:00 pm World Day of Prayer at St. A’s  

Sunday, 3 10:30 am Worship 

Thursday, 7   6:00 pm Drama practice 

Saturday, 9 10:00 am Drama practice 

Sunday, 10 10:30 am Worship/Guest Group Aeternal 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Wednesday, 13   7:30 pm Session Meeting 

Thursday, 14   6:00 pm Drama practice 

Saturday, 16 10:00 am Drama practice 

Sunday, 17 10:30 am Worship / St. Patrick’s Day 

Tuesday, 19 10:00 am 

  1:30 am 

  7:30 pm 

UCW Coffee & Bake Sale 

UCW Meeting 

Stewards’ Meeting 

Thursday, 21   6:00 pm Drama practice 

Saturday, 23 10:00 am Drama practice 

Sunday, 24 10:30 am Worship / Palm Sunday 

Easter Presentation in  

Memorial Hall 

March 25-28 

Monday—Thursday 

7-7:30 pm In Sanctuary 

Friday, 29 10:30 am Good Friday Service 

Sunday, 31   9:00 am 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Easter Sunday /  

Sunrise Service in Memorial Hall 

Hot Cross Bun Breakfast 

Easter Communion Service 

Please note:  Prayer Fellowship meets Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am 
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Date / April Time Event 

Wednesday, 10   7:30 pm Session Meeting 

Tuesday, 16   7:30 pm Stewards’ Meeting 

Thursday, 18 10-12:00 noon UCW Clothing Drive followed 

by UCW Meeting 

Sunday, 28 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

Call Dick Chave 450-698-011 

Please note: Sunday Worship Services in April at 10:30 am  

Date / May Time Event 

Sunday, 5 10:30 am 180th Anniversary Celebra-

tion followed by lunch.  Guest 

speaker ~ Rev. Jean LeBouef 

Wednesday, 8   7:30 pm Session Meeting 

Sunday, 12   9:30 am Chapel in the Hall ~ 

Mother’s Day Breakfast & 

Family Service 

Beginning of Baby Bottle Drive for Options Crisis Center 

Sunday, 19 10:30 am Worship / Pentecost Sunday, 

Holy Communion Service 

Tuesday, 21   1:30 pm 

  7:30 pm 

UCW Meeting 

Stewards’ Meeting 

Sunday, 26 10:30 am 

  3:00 pm 

Worship 

Montreal Male Welsh Choir  

Concert at St. A’s 

Please note:  Prayer Fellowship meets Tuesday mornings at 10:00 
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March 31 — Easter Sunday 
 

 

The world springs up 

All fresh and sweet, 

With wings of faith  

Upon its feet… 

 

Would that each heart  

Were more like it: 

By hope made strong 

And faith made fit 

 

To reach toward God’s  

Eternal blue 

With love that polishes 

It like new— 

 

A heart that hopes  

And prays and sings 

And soars by faith 

On Easter Wings.  

Easter Lillies 
For many, the beautiful trumpet-shaped white lilies symbolize purity, 

virtue, innocence, hope and life—the spiritual essence of Easter.  Often 

called the “white-robed apostles of hope,” lilies were found growing in 

the Garden of Gethsemane after Christ’s agony.  

We love Easter Lilies but a few of our members are allergic to 

them.   If you wish to bring flowers to the sanctuary at Easter, 

please choose amongst the other beautiful spring flowers. 



Easter Sunday 
The shepherd calls his own sheep by name.—John 10:3 

 

As a child, I stood outside a railway station waiting to be 

picked up by an aunt with whom I was to spend my holiday.  

I had not met her before; I had only seen her photograph.  

How would I find her in this bustling sea of people?  Then I 

heard my name.  That call was quickly followed by a smile 

and a hug from the aunt in my picture.  I was somebody 

again in that crowd. 

I imagine it was something like that for Mary from Magdala 

on the morning of Jesus’ resurrection.  The pre-dawn dark-

ness would have accentuated the horrible emptiness of her 

loss.  Her face was lined from weeping, and the empty 

grave made her sorrow complete.  In the growing light, 

even angels seemed unconvincing.  And then she heard the 

risen Jesus say her name: Mary! 

For me, all the joy, the hope, and the wonder of Easter 

come with that meeting between Mary and Jesus.  Death 

turns to life; endings become beginnings.  But the best of all 

is recognizing that in Jesus I can be sure God not only 

knows about me but knows my name.  That is Easter.  That 

is why Christ lived and died and rose again—so that each of 

us may know ourselves as deeply valued by God in the 

midst of the world’s crowds.   

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, fil our lives with Eater moments of 

meeting you in the middle of everyday things.  We thank 

you that you know our names, each one of us.  Amen. 

—Colin D. Harbach  

(taken from The Upper Room, Sunday March 31, 2013) 
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Mother’s Day May 12, 2013 
 

Mother’s Kitchen 

 

 

 

I love my mother’s kitchen; 

It’s always bright and gay 

With flowers on the windowsill 

To brighten up the day. 

 

The kettle gaily singing, 

The shining kitchen floor, 

The smell of spice and homemade bread 

When you open up the door. 

 

I love my mother’s kitchen, 

For the family gathers there; 

The laughter and the joy we share 

Are way beyond compare. 

 

The other rooms in our old house 

Hold comfort, peace, and rest; 

But my mother’s homey kitchen 

Is the room we all love best. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our  
mothers, grandmothers, & nurturers.   
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Grandmother’s Kitchen 
 

With its potted plants and its curtains white, 

Grandmother’s kitchen is our delight. 

There are cakes with spice, and apple pies, 

And little brown cookies with raisin eyes; 

 

Dishes to lick and jam to spread 

On the brown and crusty homemade bread; 

And to crown it all, the smiling face 

Of Grandmother, queen of this happy place! 

 

She doesn’t mind when we romp and play 

And get hungry a dozen times a day. 

She never complains about the noise, 

But says, “Never mind, young girls and boys!” 

 

Through storms may come and wind may shout  

Warmth and laughter will shut them out; 

And the day, when it’s gone, seems scarce begun 

Because Grandmother’s kitchen is so much fun! 



Things to think about... 
 

 Should you find it hard to get to sleep tonight: just remember 

the homeless family who has no bed to lie in. 

 Should you find yourself stuck in traffic: don't despair. There 

are people in this world for whom driving is an unheard of privi-

lege. 

 Should you have a bad day at work: think of the man who has 

been out of work for the last three months. 

 Should you despair over a relationship gone bad: think of the 

person who has never known what it's like to love and be loved in 

return. 

 Should you grieve the passing of another weekend: think of 

the woman in dire straits, working twelve hours a day, seven days 

a week, for $15.00 to feed her family. 

 Should your car break down, leaving you miles away from 

assistance think of the paraplegic who would love the opportunity 

to take that walk. 

 Should you notice a new gray hair in the mirror: think of the 

cancer patient in chemotherapy who wishes she had hair to exam-

ine. 

 Should you find yourself at a loss and pondering what is life 

all about, asking "what is my purpose" — be thankful. There are 

those who didn't live long enough to get the opportunity. 

 Should you find yourself the victim of other people's bitter-

ness, ignorance, smallness or insecurities: remember things could 

be worse. You could be them!!!             
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Let us live so that when we come to die even 

the undertaker will be sorry.~Mark Twain. 

—With thanks to Jim Meldrum— 



A Fond Farewell 
 

The members of the Prayer Fellowship recently bid a fond fare-

well to Jan and Gordon McConnell.  They have been a part of our 

church for the past 53 years...and they will forever be a part of 

our family.  We wish Jan and Gordon well as they move on to the 

next adventure in a life filled with great events.  Jan has promised 

to visit us often and we look forward to seeing her.  Good luck 

dear friends.  May God bless you both. 
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From left (front) Shirley Christie, Prayer Fellowship leader, Audrey Bauer, 

Doreen Gilbert, Debbie Murray, Mirna Hall, Irene Stevens, Brigitta Blersch, 

and Jan McConnell.  (Missing from this photo are Hazel Finlay, Megan 

Richardson and Phyliss Reid. 

 
The reason it hurts so much to separate is 

because our souls are connected. 
~Nicholas Sparks, The Notebook  



 The Winter Boots 

(Anyone who has ever dressed a child will love this) 
  

Did you hear about the teacher who was helping one of her reception 

class pupils put on his boots?  He asked for help and she could see why.  

Even with her pulling and him pushing, the little boots still didn't want 

to go on.  By the time they got the second boot on, she had worked up a 

sweat. 

She almost cried when the little boy said, 'Teacher, they're on the wrong 

feet.'  She looked, and sure enough, they were.  It wasn't any easier pull-

ing the boots off than it was putting them on.   

She managed to keep her cool as, together, they worked to get the boots 

back on, this time on the correct feet.  He then announced, 'These aren't 

my boots.'  She bit her tongue, rather than get right in his face and 

scream, 'Why didn't you say so? ' like she wanted to.   

Once again she struggled to help him pull the ill-fitting boots off his 

little feet.  No sooner had they got the boots off when he said, 'They're 

my brother's boots. My Mum made me wear 'em.' 

Now she didn't know if she should laugh or cry.  But she mustered up 

what grace and courage she had left to wrestle the boots on his feet 

again. Helping him into his coat, she asked, 'Now, where are your mit-

tens?' 

He said, 'I stuffed 'em in the toes of my boots.' 
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Doreen Gilbert with her newest little 

prodigy. 

Joanne Goodfellow with her tiny 

heartthrob of a granddaughter. 



The newsletter is printed 4 times a year:   

 

 Summer / June, July, August, & September 

(Deadline for submissions:  May 19, 2012) 

 

 Fall / Oct. & November 

(Deadline for submissions:  September 15, 2012) 

 

 Winter / December, January, & February 

(Deadline for submissions:  November 17, 2013) 

 

 Spring / March, April, & May 

(Deadline for submissions:  February 10, 2013)  

 

 

I hope to hear from you… If you have short articles, poems, etc. you 

would like to have printed in the newsletter, please call the church of-

fice or send by email: sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca  

—Sandra Fortier, editor 
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10 Tips for Change 

 

1. Take time for oneself. 

2. Make time for others. 

3. Clear the clutter. 

4. Spend wisely. 

5. Floss every day. 

6. Don’t fall behind. 

7. Face fears. 

8. Better oneself. 

9. Appreciate family. 

10. Give thanks and stay 

positive. 

 

Thanks to Audrey Bauer 

St Patrick’s Day ~  
Sunday, March 17 

 
May flowers always line your 

path and sunshine  
light your day. 

May songbirds serenade you 
every step along the way. 
May a rainbow run beside 

you in a sky  
that's always blue. 

And may happiness fill your 
heart each day your whole life 

through. 
 

~Irish Blessing~ 

mailto:sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca


Laughs provided by Rick Cessfortd & 
George Christie Jr. 
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Don’t let your worries get the 

best of you — remember, 

Moses started out as a basket 

case. 

 

People are funny; they want 

the front of the bus, the     

middle of the road, and the 

back of the church.   

 

Some people are kind, polite, 

and sweet-spirited..until you 

try to sit in their pews! 

 

Some minds are like concrete 

— thoroughly mixed up and 

permanently set.   

 

Coincidence is when God 

chooses to remain anony-

mous.   

 

The best mathematical equa-

tion I have ever seen: 

1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given. 

 

 

Thank you George!        Thank you Rick! 



Courtesy of Alan Rathwell 
 

Two Traveling Angels 
 

Two traveling Angels stopped to spend the night in the home of 

a wealthy family. The family was rude and refused to let the 

angels stay in the mansion's guest room.  Instead the Angels 

were given a space in the cold basement. As they made their 

bed on the hard floor, the older Angel saw a hole in the wall and 

repaired it. When the younger Angel asked why, the older An-

gel replied..."Things aren't always what they seem."  

The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very poor, 

but very hospitable farmer and his wife. After sharing what lit-

tle food they had, the couple let the Angels sleep in their bed 

where they could have a good night's rest. When the sun came 

up the next morning, the Angels found the farmer and his wife 

in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had been their sole in-

come, lay dead in the field. The younger Angel was infuriated 

and asked the older Angel, "How could you have let this hap-

pen? The first man had everything, yet you helped him" he ac-

cused. "The second family had little but was willing to share 

everything, and you let their cow die."  

"Things aren't always what they seem," the older Angel replied. 

"When we stayed in the basement of the mansion, I noticed 

there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner 

was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good for-

tune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn't find it.  

"Then last night, as we slept in the farmer’s bed, the Angel of 

Death came for his wife. I gave her the cow instead. Things 

aren't always what they seem."  

Sometimes this is exactly what happens when things don't turn 

out the way they should. If you have faith, you 

just need to trust that every outcome is always to 

your advantage. You might not know it until 

sometime later. 
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History 
United Church Crest 
 

The crest is the official signature of The 

United Church of Canada, placed on legal 

documents, ordination and commissioning 

certificates, and licences to perform the sac-

raments. Designed by the Rev. Dr. Victor 

T. Mooney (a treasurer of the United 

Church), it was officially adopted in 1944 

by the 11th General Council. 

For our church members, this insignia is a 

spiritual and historic reminder. Its oval 

shape is derived from the outline of a fish, a symbol of identity by 

early Christians. The initials of the words "Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

Saviour" spell the Greek word for fish. 

The crest is designed in the form of a St. Andrew's Cross with an 

insignia in each of the four corners. The "X" at the centre, the first 

letter of the Greek word for Christ, is a traditional symbol for Christ. 

In the four corners of the crest are symbols, three of which are par-

ticularly associated with the three communions—Congregational, 

Methodist, and Presbyterian—that united to form The United 

Church of Canada in 1925. 

 The open Bible represents the Congregational Churches with 

their emphasis upon God's truth that makes people free. From this 

communion we have a heritage of liberty in prophesying, love of 

spiritual freedom, awareness of the creative power of the Holy 

Spirit, and clear witness for civic justice. 

 The dove is emblematic of the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:10) whose 

transforming power has been a distinctive mark of Methodism. Here 

our heritage is one of evangelical zeal, concern for human redemp-

tion, warmth of Christian fellowship, the testimony of spiritual ex-

perience, and the ministry of sacred song. 

-26- 



 The burning bush is the symbol of Presbyterianism. It re-

fers to the bush that burned and was not consumed (Exodus 

3:2), and symbolizes the indestructibility of the church. From 

Presbyterianism we have received a heritage of high regard for 

the dignity in worship, the education of all people, the authority 

of scripture, and the church as the Body of Christ. 

 The symbols alpha and omega in the lower quarter are the 

first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. They symbolize the 

eternal living God, in the fullness of creation (Revelation 1:8). 

The Latin words ut omnes unum sint that surround the symbols 

on the crest mean That all may be one and are taken from John 

17:21. They are a reminder that we are both a "united" and 

"uniting" church. 

In 1980, a French translation of The United Church of Can-

ada—L'Église Unie du Canada—was authorized by General 

Council to be added to the crest. 

In August of 2012, at the 41st General Council, The United 

Church of Canada acknowledged the presence and spirituality 

of Aboriginal peoples in the United Church by revising the 

church’s crest. The crest changes include incorporating the four 

colours of the Aboriginal medicine wheel (yellow as a symbol 

of life and Asian people, black as a symbol of the south and 

dark-skinned people of the world, red as a symbol of the west 

and Aboriginal peoples, and white as the colour of the north and 

white-skinned people) and adding the Mohawk phrase “Akwe 

Nia’Tetewá:neren,” [aw gway-- nyah day day waw-- nay renh] 

which means “all my relations.” 
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—With thanks to Carol Epps for this valuable information 



ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

46 Dupont Avenue Ouest, Chateauguay QC  J6J 1G3 
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Time Change in the Spring  (SPRING FORWARD) 

On the second Sunday in March daylight saving time begins and 

the clocks "spring forward" one hour. This happens at 2am, so you 

should change your clocks by moving the time one hour ahead be-

fore going to bed on Saturday evening. 

 Sunday March 10, 2013 

 Sunday March 9, 2014 

 Sunday March 8, 2015 

 Sunday March 13, 2016 

Time Change in the Fall  (FALL BACK) 

On the first Sunday in November daylight saving time ends and 

the clocks "fall back" one hour. This happens at 2am, so you should 

turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday 

evening. 

 Sunday November 4, 2012 

 Sunday November 3, 2013 

 Sunday November 2, 2014 

 Sunday November 1, 2015 

 


