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Dear Friends, 

     This note was started on a brisk night in 

February with snow and ice on the ground, 

and although it may be difficult to believe, 

this newsletter is intended to take us all the 

way to when there will be green grass, bees 

buzzing…and dandelions!  For some, this will 

be really good news! As one beloved gentle-

man from our congregation mused in Decem-

ber…”spring is coming.” 

      When our present life is challenging, it is 

comforting to  anticipate better days to come 

— thinking in cold weather of warmer days, 

in hot muggy days of less humid nights 

to sleep, of freedom from pain, of times 

to relax when overworked, of times to 

work when there has been none… We are 

entering the Lenten season when Jesus was 

likewise uncomfortably anticipating His im-

minent and cruel death on the cross, but also 

looking forward to His resurrection and defeat 

of the sting of death. When we walk difficult 

pathways, it is good to know we are not alone; 

Jesus has been there.   I am still getting to 

know this wonderful Person and I am amazed 

and comforted by the measure of  His love.  I 

hope you are, too. 
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Although a major part of the last few weeks for me has been preparing re-

ports that come at this time of year, we are hoping to be providing get-

togethers where we can learn more about the validity of the Christian faith. 

In a sceptical, cynical world where people are wildly looking about for 

meaning, it is like they keep running past “the answer” because it looks 

outdated. Still, our eternal God is not only the God of the past but also of 

the future…and the present.  He has a pretty good idea of what we need to 

have meaning in life.  I hope you will be able to join with us as we con-

tinue our journey in learning to be in relationship with Him. 

      At this time, I’d also like to send greetings to our folks who are having 

trouble getting around due to fragile bodies.  God bless you. I’m still hop-

ing to get around to see you.  

      May you all have a blessed remainder of the winter season, a meaning-

ful Easter season, and a joyous welcoming of spring. 

 

Blessings,  Rev. Alice 
 

The Key 
      Different times we hear jokes about people arriving at the Pearly 

Gates/Heaven’s Gates and the greetings they may receive depending on 

who they are, or who’s in charge of the gate at the moment.  We also may 

talk about being good enough to get in.  Whether we like it or not, all of us 

will one day be “at the Gate”.  How do we get in? 

      The Scriptures are clear that the door doesn’t open based on our good 

works or by the people we know. The key is based solely on our trust in 

the Babe born in a stable in Bethlehem and Who died on a cross and rose 

from the dead to give us life. 

     What a relief!  Compared to so many others living well, how would we 

know our lives rated good enough, or if at the end we realized we’d goofed 

and didn’t have much going for us, what would we do?  The good Lord in 

His love for us, gives the opportunity to any who believe in Him to enter 

His eternal home.  He evens up the playing field.  This is the beauty of the 

historical Easter event. This is truly good news.  Will we trust Him in this?   

Jesus said “I am the door; by Me if any one comes in, s/he shall be 

saved…John 10:9  (By the way, our good works are then expressions of  

our love for Him and His love for us and others.) 

  

The numbers are in for Canada and the final count is 672,274 shoe 

boxes!  Last year Canada collected 640,714 shoe boxes so it's a consider-

able increase.  The numbers below are for Quebec. 

  Quebec 2012 - 20,559 shoe boxes / Quebec 2011 - 20,985 shoe boxes. 

Thank you all again for your efforts and dedication to this wonderful pro-

ject.  We look forward to partnering with you again in the coming year! 
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Prayer for the New Year 
Give us the kindness to hear with compassion, 

to offer support, 

loving comfort, and care. 

Give us the courage to do what is needed, 

the wisdom to choose 

what is right and most fair. 

Give us the vision to see what is possible. 

give us the faith 

that will help pave the way 

For a present that’s hopeful, 

a future that’s peaceful— 

give us the heart to bring joy to each day. 

 

Submitted by Elizabeth Edwards 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please remember the following people on our prayer list… 

Dick Ables 

Amber 

Hector Arsenault 

Pat Ashworth 

Shelley Baumann 

Bernice 

Lorraine Moss- 

   Beaudry 

Jean Birch 

Ian Brewster 

Doug Browning  

Carolyn 

Chuck & Erika 

Hugh Davidson 

Dianah 

Heather Downs 

Aurele &  

  Gloria Gadoury 

Madeline Gagnon 

Linda Gallant 

George 

Gladys 

Beryl Grant 

Eleanor Arthur Jiles & 

  Lyn Arthur 

Joan 

Justin 

Susanna Langevin 

Barbie Matson 

Dennis McKeating 

Michael 

Shelly Mota 

Julie Patterson 

Phyllis 

Margaret Reany 

Matthew Regimballe 

Eleanor Robertson 

Robert Robertson 

Linda Robinson 

Bernice Rodger 

Kevin Ryan 

Lou & Joan Sarka 

Debbie &  

  Nelson Sheppard 

Reynold Skeete 

Terry Smith 

Dylan Stanamir 

Madeline Stevens 

Angus Tackoor 

Barbara Tyler 

Shannon Webb 

Ian Wiedow 

John Wiwcharyk 

Eleanor Williams 
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UCW 
Happy New Year and thank you to all who donated, participated 

and supported the Holly Tea in any way. It is only by teamwork 

that we succeed year after year. 
 

Our Coffee Party and Bake Sale will take place on Tuesday, 

March 27, 2012 between the hours of 10 a.m. and 12 noon. 
 

This year watch for our Clothing Drive on Thursday, April 19, 

2012 between 9 a.m. and 12 noon. Please donate clean clothes 

that are in good condition. They may be left in the front hall in 

front of Memorial Hall. 
 

We are asking for early donations of jewelry and small boxes 

for the Jewelry Table for the Holly Tea as Les & Joan Spurrell 

spend many hours setting up for their table and it makes life 

much easier if they get an early start. If you have any at all, 

please bring it in right away…you don’t have to wait until closer 

to the time. 
 

Our motto in the UCW is that once this year is over, after a 

good rest, we start making things for next year’s Holly Tea. We 

have no control over time and it seems to go faster and faster 

each year. We hope that you will get an early start as well and 

we thank you for that. 
 

Stay well, and don’t forget to put your clocks ahead on Sunday, 

March 11, 2012.  

 

GOD DESIRES THAT OUR ACTIONS BE 

THE REFLECTION OF A PURE HEART! 

 

Carol  Epps,  

President 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

We are in the midst of closing the books and, as promised, 2011 was a 

good year financially for St. Andrew’s.  Although I won’t have the actual 

figures until the Annual Congregational Meeting, we finished the year 

with a healthy surplus thanks in large part to a generous bequest, the hard 

work of our UCW, the frugalness of our Stewards and the continued sup-

port from members near and far. 

Of course, given the financial challenges churches face at the present 

time, we must remain vigilant regarding our financial decisions. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

—Nancy Christie 
 

Sunday School 

 
 

 

The beginning of 2012 brought a few new children to Sunday School, 

bringing great joy to their teachers.  Regular attendees continue to be a 

challenge for our Sunday School but our teachers are committed to mak-

ing the most of the time they have with the children.  The children are 

looking forward to participating in an Easter play on April 1, 2012. 

 

—Nancy Christie 

 

T H E  L O R D  I S  M Y  S H E P H E R D 

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memo-

rize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible; Psalm 23. She 

gave the youngsters a month to learn the verse. Little Rick was 

excited about the task — but, he just couldn’t remember the 

Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. 

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 

front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his 

turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, “The 

Lord is my Shepherd, and that’s all I need to know.” 
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St. A’s Family 

Christmas Luncheon 

Bert & Margaret send greetings 

from the Sunshine State!  

Painting the 

kitchen but where 

to start? 
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Life is like Coffee 
 

 

 

A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got together to 

visit their old university professor. Conversation soon turned into com-

plaints about stress in work and life.  

Offering his guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen and re-

turned with a large pot of coffee and an assortment of cups - porcelain, 

plastic, glass, crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some exqui-

site - telling them to help themselves to the coffee.  

When all the students had a cup of coffee in hand, the professor said: "If 

you noticed, all the nice looking expensive cups have been taken up, 

leaving behind the plain and cheap ones. While it is normal for you to 

want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems 

and stress.  

Be assured that the cup itself adds no quality to the coffee. In most 

cases it is just more expensive and in some cases even hides what we 

drink. What all of you really wanted was coffee, not the cup, but you 

consciously went for the best cups... And then you began eyeing each 

other's cups.  

Now consider this: Life is the coffee; the jobs, money and position in 

society are the cups. They are just tools to hold and contain Life, and 

the type of cup we have does not define, nor change the quality of life 

we live.  

Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the cof-

fee. Savor the coffee, not the cups! The happiest people don't have the 

best of everything. They just make the best of everything. Live simply. 

Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly.  

 

 
 



How well does your garden 
grow?. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"When you plant lettuce, if it does not grow well, you don't blame 

the lettuce.  You look into the reasons it is not doing well.  It may 

need fertilizer, or more water, or less sun. 

You never blame the lettuce. 

 

Yet if we have problems with our friends or our family, we blame 

the other person.  But if we know how to take care of them, they 

will grow well, like lettuce.  Blaming has no positive effect at all, 

nor does trying to persuade using reason and arguments.  That is 

my experience. 

 

No blame, no reasoning, no argument, just understanding. 

If you understand, and you show that you understand, you can 

love, and the situation will change." 

 

—Thich Nhat Hanh "Vietnamese-born Buddhist monk, teacher, 

author, and peace and social justice activist who helped originate 

the "Engaged Buddhism" movement."   
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10 Commandments of living... 
Someone has written these beautiful words. They are like the ten com-

mandments to follow in life all the time.  

1] Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble, but it 

is a "steering wheel" that directs the right path throughout.  

2] Why is a Car's WINDSHIELD so large & the Rear-view Mirror so 

small?  Because our PAST is not as important as our FUTURE. So, 

Look Ahead and Move on.  

3] Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes few seconds to burn, but it takes 

years to write.  

4] All things in life are temporary; if they are going well enjoy them, 

they will not last forever. If they are going wrong don't worry, they 

can't last long either.  

5] Old Friends are Gold! New Friends are Diamonds! If you get a Dia-

mond, don't forget the Gold! Because to hold a Diamond, you always 

need a Base of Gold!  

6] Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, GOD smiles from 

above and says, "Relax, sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end!  

7] When GOD solves your problems, you have faith in HIS abilities; 

when GOD doesn't solve your problems HE has faith in your abilities.  

8] A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be anything worse 

than losing eye sight?" He replied: "Yes, losing your vision!"  

9] When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them, and 

sometimes, when you are safe and happy, remember that someone has 

prayed for you.  

10] WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROUBLES; it takes 

away today's PEACE. 

—Submitted by Rick Cessford 

 

 



 

WHEN YOU THOUGHT  

I WASN'T LOOKING 
 

A message every adult should read be-

cause children are watching you and 

doing as you do, not as you say.  

 

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you hang my first paint-

ing on the refrigerator, and I immediately wanted to paint another 

one.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you feed a stray cat, and I 

learned that it was good to be kind to animals.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you make my favourite 

cake for me, and I learned that the little things can be the special 

things in life.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you make a meal and 

take it to a friend who was sick, and I learned that we all have to help 

take care of each other.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw you take care of our 

house and everyone in it, and I learned we have to take care of what 

we are given.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw how you handled your 

responsibilities, even when you didn't feel good, and I learned that I 

would have to be responsible when I grow up.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw tears come from your 

eyes, and I learned that sometimes things hurt, but it's all right to cry.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I saw that you cared, and I 

wanted to be everything that I could be. 

When you thought I wasn't looking I learned 

most of life's lessons that I need to know to be a 

good and productive person when I grow up.  

When you thought I wasn't looking I looked at 

you and wanted to say,’ Thanks for all the things 

I saw when you thought I wasn't looking.'  

Little eyes see a lot! 
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Family Fun 
Quarter Snack 

I usually give my 3-year-old son, 

Jessie, two quarters for the offering 

at church.  One Sunday, I noticed he 

hadn’t put the coins in the offering 

basket.  I whispered, “Hurry, put 

your coins in.”  Suddenly, he spit 

the coins out of his mouth and into 

the basket. 

 

Banana Blessings 

As I was grocery shopping, my 2-year-old 

daughter, Audrey, asked me for a banana.  

I put a bunch in the cart and told her we 

had to pay for them before she could eat 

one.  I realized Audrey hadn’t heard me 

clearly when she bowed her head, folded 

her hands and said, “Mama pray.” 

Did you know?... 
 

 

 

 

The cost of raising a medium-size dog to the age of 

eleven: $16,400. 

 

It is impossible to lick your elbow… 

 

Q: If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you have 

to go before you would find the letter “A”? 

A: One thousand. 

 

At least 75% of people who read this page will try to lick their 

elbow! 
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Valentine’s Breakfast & Contemporarty 
Service, Sunday February 12, 2012 

Kitchen crew before & after — 

even the smallest members were 

there to help! 

Our chef, Keith Motton, took 

time to taste the delicious egg 

muffins!              
                

Centerpieces lovingly made by 

Beryl Grant & family. 
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Happy Birthday 

Matthew! 

 

This was a day filled with 

smiles, songs, good food, 

and an inspirational service.  

Above is our Memory Table 

with wedding photos, family 

photos, & loving memories. 



The Resume of Jesus Christ 
 

Address: Ephesians 1:20 

Phone: Romans 10:13 

Website: The Bible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus 

_____________________________________________________ 

Objective 
 

My name is Jesus-The Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you my re-

sume because I'm seeking the top management position in your heart. 

Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Qualifications 
 

 I founded the earth & established the heavens, (See Proverbs 3:19) 

 I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7) 

 I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7) 

 I redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13) 

 The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life 

through me, (See Galatians 3:14) 

_________________________________________________________ 

Occupational Background 
 

I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49 ).  I've never been tardy, 

absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful.  My employer has nothing 

but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15 -17). 

________________________________________________________ 

Skills Work Experiences 
 

Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor 

to be poor no more, healing the broken hearted, setting the captives 

free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty 

them that are bruised, (See Luke 4:18). 

 

I am a Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6). People who listen to me 

shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (See Proverbs 1:33 ).  Most 

importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of 

your sins (See I John 1:7-9). 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Educational Background 
 

 I encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom 

and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6). 

 In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See 

Colossians 2:3). 

 My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto 

your feet and a  light unto your path, (See Psalms 119:105). 

 I can even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 

44:21). 

_________________________________________________________ 

Major Accomplishments 
 

 I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all 

times, (See Genesis 1:26 ). 

 I laid down my life so that you may live, (See II Corinthians 5:15 ). 

 I defeated the arch enemy of God and mankind and made a show of 

them openly, (See Colossians 2:15 ). 

 I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead! 

 There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention 

here. You can read them on my website, which is located at: 

www.the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet connection or com-

puter to access my website. 

_________________________________________________________

References 

 

Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healing, 

salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and supernatural guidance. 

________________________________________________________ 

In Summation 
 

Now that you've read my resume, I'm confident that I'm the only candi-

date uniquely qualified to fill this vital position in your heart. In sum-

mation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead 

you into everlasting life, (See John 6:47 ). When can I start? Time is of 

the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15 ). 

Send this resume to everyone you know; 

You never know who may have an opening! 

Thanks for your help. 

 

—Submitted by Carol Epps 
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Calendar — March 2012 
 

February 22-April 7 — Lent   

The term lent comes from an ancient word referring to the time of 

year when daylight lengthens. Lent has been a time for fasting 

and prayer in preparation for Easter and was modeled after Jesus’ 

forty days in the wilderness.  Often people “sacrificed” something 

as a way to remember Jesus’ sacrificing his life for others. 

Giving up chocolate for Lent may be a good idea but it runs much 

deeper. Easter is the most important day for followers of Jesus, 

yet we spend little time getting ready for the events from Palm 

Sunday to Easter. 

So here’s my challenge: during Lent, do something to help you 

focus on the coming of Holy Week. Give something up if you 

wish. Take on a service project as a way to remember how Jesus 

served others, spend some time in prayer, and between now and 

Easter, read the Biblical stories from Palm Sunday to Easter 

(Matthew 21-28, Mark 11-16; Luke 19-24 and John 12-21). Note 

parts of the Holy Week story that are new to you and wonder 

what God might be saying to you through these stories today. 

- Rev Don Gibson 
 

March 2 — World Day of Prayer (Celebrated at St. George’s Angli-

can Church, Chateauguay at 2:00 pm) is a worldwide movement of 

Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a 

common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a 

continuing relationship in prayer and service.  

 

March 21 — International Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis-

crimination 

 

March 27, 10-12 noon — UCW Coffee Party & Bake Sale 
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http://www.united-church.ca/planning/seasons/racial
http://www.united-church.ca/planning/seasons/racial


April 2012 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Services 7:-7:30 pm Monday-Thursday   
 

April 5 — Maundy Thursday 
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April 1 — Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday commemorates the triumphal entry 

of Jesus into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

The gospels record the arrival of Jesus riding into 

the city on a donkey, while the crowds spread 

their cloaks & palm branches on the street & 

shouted "Hosanna to the Son of David" & 

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord" to honor him as their long-awaited Mes-

siah and King.  

Worship in Memorial Hall; Drama Presentation 

Also called Holy Thursday, is the beginning of 

the three day celebration of Easter, the most im-

portant time in the year for Christians. This pe-

riod is one big celebration, remembering the last 

supper, the crucifixion and the death of Jesus, 

and the Resurrection to new life.  

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Sup-

per of Jesus Christ with the Apostles. During the 

meal Jesus took bread and wine and shared them 

with his disciples. Christians continue to share 

bread and wine as part of their worship in 

church. 

The night of Maundy Thursday is the night on 

which Jesus was betrayed by Judas in the Gar-

den of Gethsemane. 

 

Good Friday Service, 10:30 am 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter.html
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April 6 — Good Friday 

 

            “What makes Good Friday good?” you ask. 

            A challenge! A rather daunting task. 

Some may dismiss it with a shrug and a smirk, 

And consider it another day off work. 

Others, religious, pious as such, 

Take a few minutes for a mournful watch; 

Merchants unlock their doors with glee, 

Anticipating the pre-Easter shopping spree. 

A bunny here, a chocolate egg there, 

Symbols of a society that doesn’t care. 

“Care?” you say, “Do you mean me?” 

“What’s there to care; how can this be?” 

It’s the cross, you forget, that rugged wood, 

That makes Good Friday eternally good. 

What’s so good about the death of an ancient man, 

Who died long before my life began? 

This man, who on this earth once trod, 

Was not only man, but the Son of God. 

That wood, that tree, that old rugged cross, 

Was the symbol of gain and the symbol of loss. 

To those who believe, it is the promise of gain; 

The hope that, like Jesus, we’ll rise again! 

For the skeptic, the doubter, the meaning is loss; 

An eternal gulf, which no one can cross. 

Good Friday is good, because of the death 

Of Jesus the Savior, who gave His last breath 

So you, friend, and I, could be cleared of our guilt, 

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb that was spilt. 

Mourn not, my dear soul, for the death of the Lamb, 

For that cross made the bridge to the Great I AM. 

Christ paid the price, rose again to God’s side, 

And brought us next Sunday: the Resurrection-tide! 

by Alan Allegra  

http://www.faithwriters.com/member-profile.php?id=29589


 

 

April 8 — Easter Sunday 
The Easter Bells ring out today 

To tell the world it’s Easter Day. 

The earth in all its newness glows 

Because this day our Lord arose. 
 

Easter Sunday, we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

It is typically the most well-attended Sunday service of the year for 

Christian churches. We hope you will join us for one of our services ~ 

Easter Sunrise Service will be celebrated in Memorial Hall at      

9:00 am, followed by a Hot-Cross-Bun Breakfast.   

Easter Communion Service will be celebrated in the Sanctuary at 

10:30 am.   
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Sharing a hot cross bun with another is supposed to ensure 

friendship throughout the coming year, particularly if 

"Half for you and half for me, Between us two shall good-

will be" is said at the time. Because of the cross on the 

buns, some say they should be kissed before being eaten. If 

taken on a sea voyage, hot cross buns are said to protect 

against shipwreck.  

Easter Lillies 
For many, the beautiful trumpet-shaped white lilies sym-

bolize purity, virtue, innocence, hope and life—the spiri-

tual essence of Easter.  Often called the “white-robed apos-

tles of hope,” lilies were found growing in the Garden of 

Gethsemane after Christ’s agony.  

We love Easter Lilies but a few of our members are allergic to 

them.   If you wish to bring flowers to the sanctuary at Easter, 

please choose amongst the other beautiful spring flowers. 

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/p/theresurrection.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/jesuschrist.htm


April 22 — Earth Day 
Earth Day is celebrated in communities around 

the world on April 22 each year. Churches have 

chosen to mark this time of reflection and action 

for the care of the environment and the atmos-

phere by participating in community events and 

through liturgical celebrations. 

 
 

May  is Asian Heritage Month in Canada. The month provides a 

continuing opportunity to prayerfully reflect on the contributions of 

Asian Canadians to Canadian society, and to honour and celebrate this 

important aspect of Canadian history. 

 

May 13 — Christian Family Sunday; Mother’s Day 

 

May 17 — Ascension Day 

 

May 20 — Rural Life (Rogation) Sunday 

 

May 21 — Victoria Day 

 

May 26 — National Day of Healing and Reconciliation 

The NDHR is meant to effect healing and reconciliation among all 

races, creeds, and denominations residing in Canada. It is based on ac-

knowledgment of painful history, building peace through understand-

ing, and commitment to moving forward collectively.  

 

May 27 — Sunday, Day of Pentecost 

 

Holy Communion Service, 10:30 am 

 

Pentecost is the great festival that marks the birth of 

the Christian church by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Pentecost means "fiftieth day" and is cele-

brated fifty days after Easter. 
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http://www.united-church.ca/planning/seasons/healing
http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/easter.htm


Mother’s Day — May 13  
 

A Mother 
With her being starts creation 

Of a little mind and soul, 

As she takes the obligation 

Of her new expanding role. 

From then on she walks with worry, 

Some defeat and some success; 

Oft with patience, oft with hurry, 

All her lifetime, more or less. 

When the object of her mission  

Grows too big to hold her hand, 

She still asks in sweet petition  

God to lead and understand. 

For to her there is no finish 

To the job life bids her start. 

Love by years does not diminish 

Or outgrow a mother’s heart. 
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A Grandmother 
About Grandmother I could write a book 

But will just look at one memory. 

It was how she could bake  

A blackberry jam cake. 

We could hardly wait for the slicing 

Through the luscious caramel icing. 

And the blackberry jam was finger-licking 

As we recalled the fun of berry picking. 



 Talk About a Senior Moment! 
Several days ago as I left a meeting at our church, I desperately gave 

myself a personal TSA pat down.  I was looking for my keys.  They 

were not in my pockets.  A quick search in the meeting room revealed 

nothing.  Suddenly I realized, I must have left them in the car.  Frantic-

ally I headed for the parking lot.  My wife, Diane, has scolded me many 

times for leaving the keys in the ignition.  My theory is the ignition is 

the best place not to lose them.  Her theory is that the car will be sto-

len.  As I burst through the doors of the church, I came to a terrifying 

conclusion.  Her theory was right.  The parking lot was empty.  I imme-

diately called the police.  I gave them my location, confessed that I had 

left my keys in the car, and that it had been stolen. 

 Then I made the most difficult call of all, “Honey,” I stammered.  I 

always call her “honey” in times like these.  “I left my keys in the car, 

and it has been stolen.” 

 There was a period of silence.  I thought the call had been dropped, but 

then I heard Diane’s voice, “Ken,” she barked, “I dropped you off!” 

 Now it was my time to be silent.  Embarrassed, I said, “Well, come and 

get me.” 

 Diane retorted, “I will, as soon as I convince this police officer I have 

not stolen your car!”—Thanks to Rick Cessford for this chuckle. 
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A man was telling his 

neighbor, "I just bought a 

new hearing aid. It cost 

me four thousand dollars, 

but it's state of the art. It's 

perfect." 

"Really," answered the 

neighbor. "What kind is it?" 

"Twelve thirty." 



You Took My Space 
 

One day, a man went to visit a church, He got there early, parked 

his car and got out. Another car pulled up near the driver got out and 

said, “I always park there!  You took my place!"  

 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat 

down.  A young woman from the church approached him and 

stated, "That’s my seat! You took my place!" The visitor was somewhat 

distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing. 

 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. 

Another member walked up to him and said, “That’s where I always sit! 

You took my place!" The visitor was even more troubled by this treat-

ment, but still He said nothing. 

 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, 

the visitor stood up, and his appearance began to change. Horrible scars 

became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. Someone from 

the congregation noticed him and called out, "What happened to you?" 

The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell 

from his eye, "I took your place...” 

 

The newsletter is printed 4 times a year:   

 

 Summer / June, July, August, & September 

(Deadline for submissions:  May 13, 2012) 

 

 Fall / Oct. & November 

(Deadline for submissions:  September 16, 2012) 

 

 Winter / December, January, & February 

(Deadline for submissions:  November 11, 2012) 

 

 Spring / March, April, & May 

(Deadline for submissions:  February 10, 2013)  

 

 

I hope to hear from you… If you have short articles, poems, etc. you 

would like to have printed in the newsletter, please call the church of-

fice or send by email: sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca  

 

—Sandra Fortier, editor 
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Laughs provided by George Christie Jr. 
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Why can people never starve in the Great Desert?  

Because they can eat the sand which is there. But what brought 

the sandwiches there? Why, Noah sent Ham and his descen-

dants mustered and bred. 



To Believe — Jackie Evancho  
 

Before I lay me down to rest  

I ask the Lord one small request  

I know I have all I could need  

But this prayer is not for me  

Too many people on this day  

Don't have a peaceful place to stay  

Let all fighting cease that your children may see peace  

Wipe their tears of sorrow away. 

 

(Chorus)  

To believe in a day  

When hunger and war will pass away  

To have the hope amidst despair  

That every sparrow's counted  

That you hear each cry and listen to each prayer.  

 

Let me try always to believe  

That we can hear the hearts that grieve  

Please help us not ignore  

The anguished cries of the poor  

Or their pain will never leave.  

 

(Chorus )  

 

(Spoken prayer)  
Father, as you see, I'm just a child  

And there's so much to understand  

But if Your Grace should surround me  

Then I'll do the best I can  

I promise, I'll do the very best I can. 

 

(Chorus plus)  
Help us do Your will oh Father  

In the name of all that's true  

And we'll see in one another  

The loving image of You. 

 

To listen to this beautiful song by Jackie Evancho go to the 

internet address:  http://videos2view.net/2believe-JE.htm  
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Please mark your calendar for the following events… 

 

March 
 

 Friday, March 2, 2:00 pm — World Day of Prayer at St. George’s  

Anglican.  All welcome. 

 Wednesday, March 14, 7:30 pm Session Meeting 

 Tuesday, Mar. 20, 1:30 pm UCW Meeting  

 “ “ 7:30 pm Stewards’ Meeting 

 Tuesday, March 27, 10-12:00pm — UCW Coffee Party & Bake Sale 

 

April 

 

 Palm Sunday, April 1, 10:30 am, Worship in Memorial Hall; Drama 

Presentation 

 Monday April 2- Thursday April 5:  7-7:30 pm Holy Week services in 

sanctuary 

 Good Friday, April 6, 10:30 am Service 

 Sunday, April 8, Easter! The Lord is risen! 

 9-9:30 am  “Chapel in the Hall” Sunrise Service followed by 

Hot-Cross-Bun Breakfast 

 10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary with Sacrament of Holy 

Communion 

 Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 pm Session Meeting 

 Tuesday, Apr. 17, 7:30 pm Stewards’ Meeting 

 Thursday, April 19, 9:00 — 12:00 noon, UCW Clothing Drive & 

Meeting to follow 

 

May 
 

 Sunday, May 6, 10:30 Worship  179th Anniversary Service followed 

by light lunch 

 Wednesday, May 9, 7:30 pm. Session Meeting 

 Sunday, May 13,  9:30 am, Mother’s Day Breakfast &                      

10:30 am, Worship “Chapel in the Hall” 

 Tuesday, May 15, 1:30 pm UCW Meeting 

  “             7:30 pm Stewards’ Meeting 

 Sunday, May 27, 3 pm, Montreal Welsh Choir Concert at St. A’s. 
 

Look forward to these coming events:   

 UCW Strawberry Social, Tuesday, June 26 noon 

 UCW Clothing Drive Thursday, October 18, 9-12 noon 

 Holly Tea, Saturday, December 1, 11:00—3:00 pm 
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MARCH... 

REMEMBER TO SET 

YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD 

 

You know the old saying: spring forward, fall back. It helps us to re-

member how Daylight Saving Time affects our clocks twice each year. 

During Daylight Saving Time, which begins in the spring (March 11), 

clocks are turned forward an hour, shifting an hour of light from the 

morning to the evening. When Daylight Saving Time ends in the fall 

(November 4) clocks are set back an hour and Standard Time resumes. 

-27- 

Good-bye Winter!  These two hearts were unintentionally 

made by a snow removal truck making a 3-way turn.                     

— photo by Diane Benoit 



ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

46 Dupont Avenue Ouest, Chateauguay QC  J6J 1G3 

Telephone:  (450) 698-1050 

e-mail:  sandrewsunitedchurch@bellnet.ca 

 

Shoes, shoes, wonderful shoes…  Our congregation has been 

so helpful in saving pop bottle tabs, soft drink bottles, pill bot-

tles and milk bags. Now... if you have shoes you want to get 

rid of, Youth for Christ on the West Island is collecting shoes 

to send to Haiti. Apparently children are not allowed to go to 

school without shoes and many don’t have them. If you can 

help, we’ll make sure your shoes get to the collection agency. 

Thank you…again! 



St. Andrew’s United Church proudly presents  

The Montreal Welsh Male Choir, May 27 at 3:00 pm  

Montreal Welsh Male Choir  

Dylan Phillips, pianist 
Choir Director, Claude 

Marie Landré 



Montreal Welsh to Perform in 
Chateauguay 

The Montreal Welsh Male Choir is pleased to announce the start of 

their spring concert series with a performance of Welsh and Canadian 

tunes scheduled at St. Andrew’s United Church on May 27, 2012 at 

3:00 PM. 

“The Montreal Welsh Male Choir” embraces the Welsh tradition by 

performing a variety of traditional folk songs and hymns in Welsh, 

English and French. Since this is one of a very few of Montreal’s 

male choirs, concert attendees can expect a truly unique cultural ex-

perience. It is a concert for music lovers of all ages,” says choir direc-

tor Claude Marie Landré who studied classical singing and conduct-

ing at the Université de Montréal. She received an Arts Council of 

Canada prize for her work in singing and composition.  

The choir, also known by its Welsh name, Côr Meibion Cymraeg 

Montreal, has roots that stretch as far back as 1860 when Welsh stone 

workers worked on the construction of the Victoria Bridge. It has a 

rich history having performed at Royal Albert Hall in the early 90s 

and more recently in a concert at New York’s Carnegie Hall featuring 

renowned Welsh baritone Byrn Terfel and a 400 voice massed choir. 

In recent years they have performed with the Warrington Male Choir 

from England and the Maesteg Gleeman Choir from Wales. Last au-

tumn the choir joined with the Boston Sangaerfest Men’s Chorus and 

the Burlington Welsh Male Choir for two wonderful performances in 

the Montreal area.  

The choir is accompanied by Dylan Phillips who completed his stud-

ies at Le Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal. Dylan has previ-

ously worked as Assistant Music Director of The Showcase Festival 

and has appeared as a piano soloist with the University of Victoria 

Symphony Orchestra. 

Concert tickets are available through the church office (450-698-

1050)  or from Richard Fortier (450-699-7013) prior to the concert 

and at the door the day of the event.  

 

Please join us for this wonderful concert, May 27, 3:00 pm,      

St. Andrew’s United Church,  

46 Dupont Street West, Chateauguay  

Tickets:  $15 
 



 



 


